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Tre Coat Mines Br. 


The deputation from the R.C.V,S., whose con- 
ference with the Chief Inspector of Mines upon the 
Coal Mines Bill we publish to-day, was a small 
one, and had necessarily been ase | hurriedly con- 
vened. But it was composed of men peculiarly 
well fitted for the task they undertook, and one 
good result seems directly attributable to their 
influence. Not ‘a competent person,” but a duly 
qualified veterinary surgeon” is alone to be en- 
trusted with the testing of horses for glanders 
before their descent into the mines. That amend- 
ment, which may mean much more to the public 
than it does to us, was accepted by the Govern- 
ment when the Bill was read a third time on Tues- 
day last; and it was the alteration most strongly 
urged by the deputation of Novemher 30. 

Great credit belongs to the R.C.V.S. for prompt 
action at short notice; and no less is due to some 
individual members of the profession. Of the five 
veterinary surgeons upon the deputation, four came 
from the north of England—three of these from 
very far north indeed—and only one is now upon 
the Council. The special knowledge of the others 

laced them upon the deputation; and we all owe 

em a debt of gratitude for the long journeys and 
loss of time they incurred in the service of the pro- 
fession. 

A MEETING. 

- Of late, practitioners in general have shown a 
welcome increase of interest in clinical records and 
discussions. This is evident from the contributions 
to professional journals, and perhaps even more so 
trom the reports of our Societies. Several Socie- 
ties now hold occasional “clinical meetings” with 
increasing success, but we do not rémember one so 
successful and brimful of interest as that of the 
Midland Counties V.M.A., which weprint this week. 

This must be read to be appreciated, and all clini- 
cians will find some portions well worth re-reading. 
It contains an abundant variety of clinical matter 
from town and country alike, all of it interesting, 
and some portions, as the discussion upon acorn 
poisoning, likely to be very helpful indeed to some 
of us. It has a further indirect educative value. 
It illustrates a truth upon which we have long in- 
sisted—that every member with an ordinary prac- 
tice, if he adopts the habit of taking notes of his 
cases, can contribute not a little to our professional 
advancement. 

A single clearly narrated clinical case is always 
interesting and instructive to some men. A series 
of such is often as valuable as almost any set paper, 
and always infinitely more so than a paper largely 
consisting of repetitions of text-books. That ex- 
plains the deserved popularity of the “clinical 


meeting.” 


TRACHEAL PERCUSSION IN EQUINE 
PRACTICE. 


At the time the oe, x abstract under the above 
heading ap in The Veterinary Record (Nov. 18th, 
p- 309), I thought that percussion of the trachea was 
quite a new diagnostic method, but I had not then 
read an article upon “ Pneumonia and Pleurisy in 
the Horse,” by Major-General (then Vet.-Major 
Fred. Smith, which appeared in The Journal of 
Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics so long 
ago as 1897. 

This paper is very largely concerned with the 
physical examination of the enti chest in health 
and disease; and it contains a clear description of 
this method of simultaneous percussion of the 
trachea and auscultation of the chest wall. Smith 

refers direct percussion with his fingers, while the 
ustrians use a pleximeter; that is the only real 
difference between them. 

Smith alludes to the method under the heading 
of “ bronchophony,” which is a term employed by 
human physicians “to indicate the fact that the 
voice of the patient can be heard with undue dis- 
tinctness through the chest wall.” For this pur- 

Smith utilises, when it is available, the grunt- 
ing sound which is often present in lung trouble, 
and says—‘‘ When the voice sound is produced by 
the patient grunting, the grunt may be heard over 
the chest wall as if it proceeded from immediately 
beneath the stethoscope. This is the characteristic 
feature of the sound; it appears to be produced in 
the portion of lung being examined, but of course 
agrees in time and sequence with the grunting, loud 
or suppressed, heard at the nostrils.” A sentence 
or two later he says—‘ Bronchophony once heard 
can never be forgotten ; it indicates lung consolida- 
tion, though it is often absent even when the lungs 
are quite solid.” But when grunting is absent, 
Smith says that “we can artificially produce a 
sound in the trachea, which for all intents and pur- 
poses of diagnosis may be r ed as a voice sound 
produced by the animal itself.” This he does “ by 
tapping lightly on the ex surface of the trachea 
high up in the neck. The tapping can be heard 
with the utmost distinctness, as if proceeding from 
under the instrument on the chest wall; to dis- 
tinguish this form of bronchophony we may term it 
the “ tracheal reflex.” 

Both these forms of bronchophony, Smith tells 
us, though indicative of lung consolidation, are often 
absent when that condition exists. The most pro- 
bable explanation of this is that a patent condition 
of the bronchial tubes in the consolidated area is 
necessary for the production of the sound at the 
chest wall. Another somewhat allied sound, how- 
ever, is seldom absent, viz., pectoriloguy. Smith 
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uses this term to denote the sound produced by 
swallowing, and heard at the chest wall by the 
stethoscope, of which he says—‘“The difference 
between it and bronchophony is that in the latter 
the sound seems to pass away from under the instru- 
ment, while in the former it appears to pass up the 
instrument with the most remarkable distinctness, 
so that if the person whispers each syllable is 
clearly heard.” The latter portion of the sentence 
refers to human medicine, where a sound of this 

uliar character is almost diagnostic of a cavity 
in the lung. Smith, however, says that a similar 
sound in the horse, produced by swallowing, is often 
heard in simple lung consolidation without 
abscess. 

Smith’s whole paper is worthy of most careful 
study from all he are concerned with equine 
respiratory disease. Like all this author’s work, it 
is full of evidence of independent thinking and 
observation, and there is certainly very little in the 
English veterinary literature on this particular sub- 
ject of which the same can be said. 

One practical hint the paper contains may be 
mentioned, as I have not seen it elsewhere, and the 
author describes it as “one of the most valuable 
aids in the diagnosis of lung trouble of which I am 
aware.” It describes the induction of a deep 
respiration in the horse, which Smith effects by 
completely closing the nostrils with one hand till 
the horse evidently requires air, when a deep breath 
will generally follow the removal of the hand. This 
requires some practice, as, if the nostrils are kept 
closed too long, coughing instead of deep inspira- 
tion results ; but its discovery brings the auscul- 
tation of the equine lung much nearer that of the 
human one. 

My present object, however, is to indicate the 
date at which tracheal percussion was known and 
practised in England. Smith was certainly prac- 
tising it in 1897, and this suggests a question of 
priority which I cannot settle. I have never seen 
either of the two original articles by Wirth and 
Babor respectively, which supplied materials for 
my note, Both a in an Austrian veterinary 
journal (Oesterreich Monatschrift f. Tierheilkunde) 

t year, and I saw only summarised abstracts of 
them in a German one (Berliner Tierdrztliche 
Wochenschrift) a few weeks ago. One of these 
states that Schindelka introduced tracheal percuss- 
ion at the Vienna School “a few years ago,” but it 
is not stated whether Schindelka has ever written 
upon the method, and the word by which “a few” 
is rendered in the Berlin journal is a vague one, 
viz., etliche, which means “some, several, a few, 
— scareely suggesting a period so far back as 
1897. Still, it is not clear how or when Schindelka 
first arrived at this method of tracheal percussion ; 
though, as he is an original worker who is well 
known to have given considerable attention to 
physical methods of diagnosis in veterinary prac- 
tice, it is very probable that he devised it himself 
quite independently. But it is clear that an English 
veterinarian rare HF the same method from his 
own experience, and was using it for the same 
purpose of detecting lung consolidation, ~~! four- 
teen years ago. W. R. C. 


FIBROLYSIN. 


On July 14th, 1909, a valuable Hackney pony 
mare was sent to me from Jersey for treatment. 
She had received an injury to one of the hind fet- 
locks ; it was much enlarged, was discharging pus, 
and there was considerable lameness. 

I understood that the mare had been under treat- 
ment in the Island, and that the joint had been 
blistered twice. I put her down and opened up the 
sinuses, curretted them, and plugged them with 
Chloride of zinc in the stick form. Within a week 
the discharge of pus had ccased, but the enlarge- 
— was as big as ever, so I decided to try Fib- 
rolysin. 

gave her nine injections altogether, at intervals 
of one day for the first five, and two days for the 
remaining four. Each injection was made in the 
gluteal muscles, the syringe being rinsed out with 
a weak solution of carbolic acid, but not the seat of 
the inoculation. 

There was never the slightest swelling or any 
sign of constitutional disturbance, and at the end 
of the injections no one could have discovered 
where any single one had been made. 

The joint gradually got smaller, and the mare 
sounder. I made careful.measurements, and found 
a reduction of as nearly as possible one quarter of 
an inch every three days, the total reduction in 
circumference at the end of the treatment being two 
inches. 

I had to keep the mare for some months after I 
finished treating her. and drove her regularly, and 
she gna to Jersey on December 21st perfectly 
sound. 

I used no other treatment after the first plugging 
with the Chloride of zinc, and must therefore attri- 
bute some measure of success to the Fibrolysin, and 
am quite at a loss to account for “ Enquirer’s”” un- 
fortunate experience. 

GERALD BLOXSOME, M.R.C.V.S. 

Hove. 


TWO CASES OF NECRO-BACILLOSIS. 


In response to Mr. Gray’s invitation, may I be 
permitted to record my small experience on the 
disease he so ably describes ‘‘ Necro-bacillosis in 
the dog and cat?” 

Case I—On the 3lst of May last year I was 
called to examine an aged Airedale terrier belong- 
ing to one of my clients. The animal was very 
lame in the near fore limb, which he frequently 
carried. On examination of the affected paw, the 
whole foot was found to be intensely inflamed and 
swollen, the swelling in fact extending half way up 
to the carpus was hard, and did not pit on pressure, 
the most severe lesions, however, were between the 
digits, the skin here was red, thickened and desti- 
tute of hair, and its surface was covered with pin 
head areas of serum-like fluid. The pad was much 
enlarged, probably half again its normal size, but 
not very sensitive, and showed no signs of slough- 
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ing or . In the course of a few days pus- 
ve about three-quarters of an inch long and a 
quarter inch deep, began to rise between the claws, 
which on being lanced exuded dark coloured, 
bloody pus, in which were freely mingled particles 
of necrosed tissue. The resulting wounds showed 
no tendency to immediate repair, and would allow a 
fine probe to be inserted nearly three-quarters of an 
inch between the skin and bones of the middle 
digits. The intermediate connective tissue having 
been broken down, no doubt by the ney of 
Léffler’s bacillus, and eliminated in the discharge, 
thus forming the small fistule. The dog mean- 
while maintained his usual health, the disease re- 
mained strictly confined to the left foot. Unfortu- 
nately no bacteriological examination was made. 

Treatment.—Kept chained upon clean straw and 
fed on a liberal but digestible diet; at first medicated 
poultices and foot baths; slit up fistulae and opened 
abscesses, mild caustics and free use of strong anti- 
septics. Unfortunately Bier’s treatment was not 
tried, although it would have been an ideal case for 
that method. Internally large doses of quinine and 
iron. Cure complete in about five weeks, since 
when dog has remained healthy. 

Case II.—Two-year-old male cat, moderate con- 
dition. Large necrotic area on face, size of a five 
shilling piece, skin bard, dry, and parchment-like, 
much under-run in centre but firmly adherent to 
healthy tissue round periphery. The surface 

' showed several pinhead-like holes scattered through- 
out, giving it a sieve-like appearance, emitting dark 
ved gel probably previous history of scratch on 
cheek. 

Treatment.—Complete excision of diseased skin, 
and usual treatment of a poisoned wound, was fol- 
lowed by rapid complete recovery. 

No doubt both these were cases of mixed infec- 
tion, but I am led to think that Léffler’s bacillus 
was the principal cause of the mischief in both 
cases. 

W. WALKER, M.R.C.V.S. 

Harrogate. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALg 


FRACTURE OF THE StyLto-Hyor Bore 
IN THE Horse. 


Desider Szathmary relates (Allatorvosi Lapok) a 
case of this unusual injury in a three-year-old mare. 
A smith attempted to rasp the molars ; the animal 
struggled, struck her head against an iron ring, and 
since that time bled from the mouth, while her 
tongue hung out. 

By the aid of Bayer’s mouth wedge, several 
lacerated wounds were found upon the ventral sur- 
face of the tongue. °° 

When drinking, the animal showed difficulty in 
swallowing: and the laryngeal region was very 
sensitive, especially upon the left side. The author 
now introduced his hand into the mouth, and de- 
monstrated the existence of crepitation in the neigh- 


bourhood of the palate upon the left side. This 
indicated fracture of the epee bone. 

Treatment consisted in the application of Priess- 
nitz poultices upon the oe ion, an alum 
mouth wash, and sloppy diet. In five weeks the 
animal recovered, she could take food without diffi- 
culty, and only by very attentive examination could 
it be noticed that the left half of the tongue ap- 
peared somewhat atrophied. 

The author remarks that the fracture was most 
probably not a complete one; and, as it remained 
covered, the circumstances favoured an aseptic 
union by means of the formation of a us. 
—(Berl. Tier. Woch.) 


Tue REACTION OF THE URINE OF THE DOMESTIC 
MAMMALS. 


Hans Miiller, of Kandern, has been carrying out 
researches upon this subject. His conclusions vary 
considerably from those generally accepted, and are 
summarised as follows :— 

1. An acid reaction of the urine of carnivora is 
not so frequently met as has hitherto been 
supposed. 

2. The urine of fasting carnivora is not charac- 
terised by an acid reaction. 

3. The urine of carnivora assumes no constant 
alkaline reaction as a result of vegetable food. 

4. No constant acid reaction appears in carni- 
vorous animals upon a purely flesh diet. The re- 
action of the urine of carnivora is therefore not 
exclusively dependent upon the diet. 

5. The reaction of the urine of herbivora is more 
eas ly influenced by variations in the food than that 
of carnivora. 

6. In cystitis the urine of carnivora most fre- 
quently has an alkaline reaction. 

7. As arule the urine of herbivora has an acid 
reaction in severe affections of the digestive tract, 
and in severe pharyngitis, pneumonia, and muscular 
rheumatism. A catarrhal affection of the small 
intestine is especially likely to cause acidity of the 
urine.—Berliner Tier. Woch. 


CURETTAGE OF THE BLADDER IN CysTITIS. 


Pasquale di Paola, of Carinola, reports (J/ Nuovo 
Ercolani) that he has attempted this therapeutic 
measure (which was first adopted by Cumston in 
the case of human beings) upon dogs, and with sur- 
prising results. He recommends it particularly in 
obstinate cases of purulent cystitis which resist 
every other treatment. 

The operation is performed through an abdominal 
incision in the median line, under narcosis. After 
the abdominal cavity is opened, the bladder is 
drawn out, covered with sterile gauze, and such 
urine as remains in it after previous catherisation is 
expelled by light pressure directed from the fundus 
to the neck. The bladder is next thoroughly 
washed out with 3% boric acid solution. An in- 
cision of from 4-5tk inch to 1 1-5th inch long is then 
made upon the under surface of the bladder, a 
sharp spoon (the author uses Recamier’s model) is 
introduced through this, and the diseased mucous 
membrane is curetted—first the upper, then the 
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under, and finally the portion at the neck of the 
bladder. During the operation, and also afterwards, 
thorough rinsing with physiological saline solution 
is necessary to remove all débris and possible blood- 
clots. Hemorrhage should be allayed by 4% anti- 
pyrin or concentrated ferripyrin solution. The 
vesical wound is stitched with catgut, and the peri- 
toneum, muscles, and external skin with silk. 
When all requisite aseptic and antiseptic precau- 
tions are ully observed, neither a rise of tem- 
perature nor any other unfavourable complication 
need be feared. 

The author operated in this manner upon six 
dogs, in which he had artificially induced severe 
cystitis by irritation with purulent secretions and 
putrid materials. In all six cases he obtained com- 

lete recovery within periods of time ranging from 
B to 20 days,—(Berliner Tier. Woch.) oe% 


[The fact that these cases were all artificially in- 
duced somewhat weakens the author’s conclusions. 
Possibly the operation may prove of value as a last 
resort.—TRaNsL. ] 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


FELLOWSHIP EXAMINATION. 


A meeting of the Board of Examiners for this 
Degree was held at the College, 10 Red Lion 
uare, W.C., on Saturday, December 2nd. The 
following is a list of the successful candidates with 
the title of their respective Thesis :— 
R. L. PHItuirs, “The Clinical Aspect of Infectious 
Pneumonia in the Horse. 
A. F. CastTLe, “ Sterility in the Mare.” 
F. J. DunNING, “Kast Coast Fever, particularly 
as applied to South Africa (Rhodesian 
Redwater, or African Coast Fever) 


COAL MINES BILL. 


On Thursday, November 30th, a Deputation from the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons attended at the 
Home Office, in order to lay before the Chief Inspector 
of Mines the views of the Veterinary Profession with 
regard to the Clauses of the above Bill dealing with the 
inspection of animals in mines. The Deputation had to 
be very hurriedly formed, for the clauses in question had 
been inserted in the Bill during its passage through 
Committee, and the information only reached the Colle 
when the Bill was already at the Rapes vege. The 
Council was represented by Mr. F. W. Garnett, Chair- 
man of the Parliamentary Committee, and there were 
also present Mr. W. Hunting, ex-President, Mr. G. 
Elphick, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Mr. H. Peele, Durham, Mr. 
w. together with the Solicitor and Sec- 
retary of the Oollege. 

Mr. GARNETT in opening the case stated that several 
of the members of the Deputation were experts with 
regard to the inspection of animals in mines and on the 
testing of pesine for glanders. 


Section 109, Sub-Section 3 of the Bill was read, as 


“The Secretary of State may appoint of fit persons 
to be special inspectors for the purpose of examining 
into the care and treatment of horses and other animals 
used in mines and of enforcing the provisions of this 
Act relating to horses and other animals, and any per- 
sonappointed as aspecial inspector under this provision 
shall so far as necessary for the exercise of his powers 
and the performance of his duties as such inspector 
have the same powers as are given to and be subject 
to the same obligations and restrictions as inspectors 
of mines under the foregoing provisions of this act.” 


That Section, Mr. Garnett pains out, had no doubt 
been drafted on Section 10 of the Third Report or the 
Royal Commission on Mines which runs as follows :— 


arene periodical inspection should be made, once at 
least every six meee © every horse in every mine 
where there are more than 20 horses by a duly qualified 
Veterinary Surgeon ; or, where there are less, by some 
person appointed in writing for that purpose ; such 
surgeon or other person to be approved by the 
Inspector of Mines. Such Veterinary Surgeon or 
other person should examine the horses, and also the 
books kept by the horsekeepers and sign the same 
on each occasion on which he visits the mine. He 
should also be required to report to the management 
any regularities or breaches of the Act that come under 
his notice, and to make an entry of them in the afore- 
said book. 

We have a high opinion of the veteri profession 
and we believe that if entrusted with these duties 
they would perform them conscientiously and well...’ 


Mr. GaRNETT continning, said that they submitted 
that the only competent man who could give an unbias- 
sed ounine under such a section as 109 (3) was a fully® 
qualified Veterinary Surgeon. The inspection required 
dealt with harness and sanitation, sores, general health 
and upkeep of the horses, and was also to be a check on 
the horsekeeper. They suggested that the words “fit 
person ” in the section should be altered to “fully quali- 
fied Veterinary Surgeon ”. 

Passing on to the Third Schedule of the Bill, Mr, 
Garnett referred to the first Clause which reads : 

1. No horse shall be taken underground until it is 
four years old and until it has been tested by a com- 
— person with the prescribed test and certified to 

free from glanders”. 

The words “competent person” require to be altered. 


: Only qualified Veterinary Surgeons could be said to be 


the “competent person ” to perform the test, and it was 
also desirable that the test should be specified as the 
Mallein Test. That only Veterinary Surgeons should be 
employed for such purpose was a principle recognised by 
all bodies having the control of animals, e.g., the London 
County Council, the Board of Agriculture, etc. The test 
was a most delicate one, depending for its diagnostic 
value upon a knowledge and appreciation of the bodily 
health of the animal at the time of testing and the con- 
ditions under which the animal was living. There was 
the local reaction to be observed and the thermal reaction. 
They strongly submitted that these serum tests could 
only be effectively ga by fully qualified men. 

Mr. HuntINe said he su it was not necessary to 
insist on the importance of keeping glanders out of the 
mines. It was dangerous not only to the animals but 
also to human beings. He had heard it said that there 
are only two or three deaths per annum from glanders, 
but the medical profession had recently found ee 
portion of glanders cases were not pro >| diagn as 
such. There were probably 20 or 30 deaths from glan- 
ders per annum, making a very serious addition to the 
list of preventible diseases. He also emphasised the 

int as to the difficulty of taking the mallein test. In 

don twenty or thirty thousand horses had been tested 
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with mallein by rt fuapestem, Veterinary Surgeons. 
Even they had e mistakes in fifteen instances. In 
reply to a question by the Chief Inspector, Mr. Hunting 
described the method of taking the test, and u that 
a horsekeeper could most certainly not be said to be a 
competent person to administer the test. : 

r. PEELE pointed out that the sale of mallein and of 
h ermic syringes was absolutely uncontrolled. Any- 
one could buy them, and it was within the power of 
anyone to get a “= idea of how to apply the test and 
what to lock for. ut a man with half knowledge was 
liable, nay almost bound, to get a false result. Even 
supposing that the wording of the Schedule were left 
as it was, and that an incompetent person took the test 
and got what he considered to be a reaction, he would 
be bound under the Glanders Order to report the 
matter, with the result that the Veterinary Inspector 
would have to be called in and the whole process gone 
over again. This would cause unnecessary pain to the 
animal, and danger both to the horses and to human 
beings. 

Mr. Woops angen’ the opinion that it would bea 
useful thing in the first instanee to describe the neces- 
sary test in the Schedule as the Mallein test. There 
were two other tests which were considered to be good 
tests by bacteriologists, but which were impracticable 
except in a bacteriological laboratory. He described 
the mallein test and emphasised, the importance of it 
being carried out be properly qualified persons. It was 
essential that the words “Competent person” in the 
first Clause should be defined, as a definition of these 
same words was given later on as “ Horsekeeper.” 

There was another important point. They might now 
have glanders down the pits. There was an immense 
number of Russian ponies used down collieries in this 
country, and Russia was a hotbed of glanders. It was 
quite possible there was glanders in the pits at the 
present time in a latent stage which might go on for 
months. The tested — might therefore be sent 
down into an infected place. It was necessary if the Act 
was to be effective that the whole of the ponies at present 
in the pits should be tested. 

Mr. RepMAyNE, the Chief Inspector, stated that with 
+) nod to the mallein test; the Clause spoke of the 
« ribed ” test which he held to mean “ Prescribed” 
by the Secretary of State, and he did not hesitate to 
say that the Secretary of State would follow the best 
dinte and that the test he would prescribe would be the 
mallein test, failing the discovery of a better. He thought 
the views of the deputation on that point were met in 
that way. With regard to the “competent person” he 
saw the point of the deputation that tlie words should 
be defined. As it was, however, if an incompetent per- 
son were — and any accident ensued, then the 
managers or whoever else allowed that incompetent 
person to be employed, would have committed a breach 
of the Act. 

The Soticiror pointed out that it would be better 
ose the words. There would then be no such 

culty. 

The Camm Inspector said he quite agreed that the 
words Saeeey person did not necessarily mean a 
professional man, aud he would certainly put the views 
of — deputation forward He could not say more 
or 


ess. 
Mr. Etpaick endorsed what had been said by the 
other members. He pointed out that in the Army, 
Farrier-Sergeants or Farrier-Majors were not allowed to 
apply the test, though they had ad specially trained to 
look after horses. Veterinary surgeons were always 
employed. He also contended that no ponies should 
allowed to go down the pit until they were thoroughly 
trained. They should be kept at least 14 days isolated 
and trained. This would prevent many accidents 


ing. 


The Cuter Inspector said that he had made a care- 
ful note of all points raised and he would put them before 
the Secretary of State and Mr. Masterman who was in 
charge of the Bill. He would put their arguments as 
well as he was able, and of course their opinion on a 
matter like this was of very great value. As to the 
mallein test they could rest assured that the test pre- 
scribed would be the mallein test until some other better 
test wasfound. He would put the arguments in favour 
of specifying who was a “competent person.” He could 
not say whether or not the Reoretury of State would 
accept that. 

The deputation then withdrew. 


MIDLAND COUTNTIES’ 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Grand Hotel 
Leicester, on Thursday, Nov. 9th, the President, Mr 
H. L. Pemberton, of Bridgnorth, occupying the chair. 
There were also present: Messrs. Evershed, Notting- 
ham ; F. J. Taylor, Moseley: E. W. Parkes, T. Bain- 
bridge, Welliingborough ; D. Forwell, Towcester ; W. E. 
Ison, Atherstone ; T. G. Parr. T. H. Hol ‘son, Leicester : 
W. T. Brookes, Warwick ; H. Yeomans, Kidderminster ; 
H. 8. Reynolds, Daventry ; R. H. Over, Rugby ; W.N. 
Thompson, Derby ; F. L. Geoch, Stamford ; J. A. Gold, 
Redditch ; J. J. Burchnall, Barrow-on-Soar; W. H. 
Brooke, Handsworth: R. H. Phillips, Sanaa 5 
and the Hon. Secretary, Mr. H. J. Dawes, of West 
Bromwich. 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were received from 
the following: Sir John M‘Fadyean, Profs. McCall, 
Hobday, Macqueen, Dewar, Dr. Manley, Dr. Gilbert 
Barling; Messrs. R. C. Trigger, J. W. Coe, F. W. Bar- 
ling, E. Woodcock, T. Chambers, W. Blunsom, C. M. 
Barton, E. Ringer, O. Hills, John ae James 
Blakeway, J. R. Carless, J. Deville, W. Grasby, S. M. 
Woodward, Brennan DeVine, John Malcolm, R. H hes, 
W. Thackeray, E. J. Burndred, L. W. Heelis, W. Dale, 
G. Wartnaby, A. Crofts, S. Marriott, W. Tart, W. 
Brown, R. Cockburn, T. Spencer, J. M. Parker, C. E. 
Dayus, and others. 

he circular convening the meeting was read, and the 
minutes of the last meeting were and confirmed. 

Mr. Rapa L. C. Forrest, of Alcester, Warwickshire, 
and Mr. G. THornTon, of Leicester, were nominated for 
membership. their names to be submitted for election at 
the next meeting. 

Mr. B. L. Seckrr, of Malvern Link, was elected a 
member of the Association, on the proposition of the 
Hon See (acting for Mr. F. W. Barling) seconded by 

r. 

The Hon. Treasurer (Mr. Burchnall) reported the 
the resignation of Mr. J. H. Barber, of Alcester, who had 
sold his practice and left the district. The resignation 
was accepted with regret. 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF CoUNCIL. 


The following minutes of business transacted by the 
Council of the Association prior to the general meeting 
were submitted and approved : 

A letter dated from the Royal (Dick) Veterinary Col- 
lege, Edinburgh, was read re the amalgamation of 
societies, and announcing that the amended rules had 
been passed by the National Veterinary Association. 

A notification was received from the Royal Sanitary 
Institute that the next Con will be held at York in 
August next, and the Hon. Sec. was requested to bring 
the matter before the 

It was reported that Prof. ley wage Ect 
ised to lecture at the next meeting on the subject of 
Heredity. 
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The Hon. Treasurer reported that there were six 
members in arrear with subscriptions, three owing five 
years and three owing three, and the Council recomended 
that the Hon. Sec. be instructed to write to them and 
inform them that unless their subscriptions be paid before 
the annual meeting in February their names will be pub- 
licly read out at that meeting and they will be struck off 
the membership roll. ee 

The annual meeting was fixed to be held in Bir- 
mingham. 


CLINICAL NOTES. 


A Case or Equine SARCOMA. 


_ Mr.W.H. Brooke. The two cases, he thought, would 
be of interest because members of the profession met 
with such a number of things they were apt to attribute 
to indigestion. They could not sec very much further, 
and post-mortems in cases of this sort were helpful. The 
first was one of sarcoma affecting a well bred brown 
carriage hands and 14 years old. For six 
months it had been doing very badly—the appetite pre- 
carious and with symptoms of indigestion. About mid- 
way through this six months period the bowels began to 
be relaxed, and dnring the latter part of the time they 
were very much so—at last quite liquid. The general 
‘Sanitary arrangements were satisfactory. The teeth were 
found irregular but this could not by any means 
account for all the trouble. He used anodynes, astring- 
ents, aud tonics, but they gave only temporary relief. 
There was a slight rise of temperature, varying between 
100 to 103 and 103 degrees. Hepatic symptoms were 
absent. The animal was feeding fairly, but the appetite 
failed in latter part of the time, and the animal gradu- 
ally wasted, and as the bowels began to be more relaxed 
he concluded there was serious obstruction in the lym- 
phatic glands. He thought it might be tuberculosis, and 
applied the tuberculin test with negative results. The 
patient got worse and worse, and was destroyed. <A post- 
mortem was made, and the small intestines were found 
to be a third of the normal calibre, while the large bowel 
was only about half the usual calibre. There was great 
distension of the veins, and the slightest touch with a 
knife caused hemorrhage. About two feet from the 
termination of the ileum there was a tumour weighing 
4lb, and affecting the glands on the large bowel. Most 
remarkable was the condition of the suvlumbar glands. 
When cut out of the loins and put on the scale the en- 
largement weighed 40lb. He had never seen a tumour 
of that description weighing that amount. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


The second case was a grey cart gelding, 12 years old- 
He had examined it three or four years before, and it 
had always kept up well in flesh. It had a slight cold, 
and its appetite was goserene, refusing large feeds, 
but feeding fairly. he symptoms pointed to di- 
gestive derangement. The animal was looked after for 
a week and improved, but then steadily got worse. The 
bowels became inactive, and for a week or ten days 
before death, unless bent relieved with enemas, there 
was no action. Hard pellets filled the rectum. Exami- 
nation per rectum did not disclose anything distinctive. 
There were occasional blowing fits with normal inter- 
vals. He looked on the bowelsas the seat of the trouble, 
but could not understand it altogether. The gelding 
gradually lost in flesh. The tuberculin test ae nega- 
tive results. weg the last few days the lungs were 
seriously involved, and on the day of death the symptoms 
were very urgent, with profuse perspiration, and the 
bowels seemed very relaxed. The post-mortem showed 

meral congestion of the bowels, especially of the small 
intestine, and there were tumour-like enlargements affec- 
ting the sublumbar glands and the spleen, which when 
cut into were calcareous. There was very little pus, and 


it was evidently of old standing, but there was a sudden 
affection of the lungs, no doubt due to the giving way of 
one of the lymphatic glands. The bronchial glands 
were similarly affected, and the lungs were the seat of 
dense tuberculosis. 

In reply to Mr. Over, Mr. Brooke stated that the sub- 
lumbar glands were a good distance forward. 

Mr. Go xp, referring to the first case mentioned by Mr, 
Brooke, asked whether he satisfied himself that the 
remarkable growth was typical of sarcoma? Appar- 
ently the second horse had been cg a ony tubercu- 
losis fora long period. Was the diarrhcea precedent 
or subsequent to the tuberculin test ? 

Mr. Brooke replied that in the case of sarcoma he 
found it first, and Mr. Malcolm confirmed it. The 
diarrhcea occurred after the test in the second case. 


Acorn 


Mr. W. T. Brookes followed with “Some Notes on 
Acorn Poisoning, as met with in Cattle.” He said: 
During October | was called in to several lots of cattle 
in different districts suffering from acorn poisoning, 
The first lot of young cattle were taken ill on the 9th of 
October, and consisted of nearly all heifers, Shorthorns 
and Herefords, about 18 months to two yearsold. Eight 
animals were affected. One of them died on Octo 
14th, and another on October 2ist. On this date the 
remaining six had recovered and commenced feeding 


in. 
“tthe second lot of young cattle were situated in 
another district altogether, and were all heifers. They 
were taken ill on October 16th, and one was found dead 
on arrival. Eight other heifers were found to be suffer- 
ing from undoubted acorn poisoning, and two of them 
were already in extremis ; one of them died on the night 
of the 16th of October, and the other on the 17th of 
October. On October 18th three of the original eight 
were well, and three fresh cases had occurred, making in 
all 11 cases. On October 2Ist the remaining eight 
heifers had all recovered. 

Several other beasts in different parts have come 
under my notice, making 30 in all, nine of which have 
died. Most of the symptoms described in any text-book 
I have been able to refer to have been conspicuous b 
their absence. The chief things noticeable were the dull 
and depressed appearance of the animals, an entire 
absence of appetite and rumination, a weak, feeble pulse, 
subnormal temperature, and a disinclination to move 
about. Only one case in the first group and twoin the 
second showed a mucous and y discharge 
from the nostrils and anus. These all died, the first 
eight days after being seen, and the other two the day 
afterwards. An obstinate stoppage was noticeable in 
all the cases, and what little feces were passed were 
inky black, stinking, and very thick. This impaction 
did not yield at all easily to treatment, and where a 
mortem was made, the acorns were still present in the 

n treatment, oleaginous an ine purgatives were 
given, combined with aloes Barb. in solution up to 3viii, 
and Croton oil. Alkalies, as Soda and Pot. carb. were 

iven, as well as stimulants—Nux vomica, Ammon. oars 
pt. eth. nit., and Spt. ammon. aromat. Also li 
and oatmeal gruels. In one case a drench consisting of 
Aloes Barb. 3i. in solution, Croton oil 40M, Oleum. 
Oiss. was given. 

The post-mortem examination showed all these were 
more or less alike. The rumen contained an enormous 
quantity of pultaceous material—of gruel, and food 
which ane was not able to pass on through the 
second and third stomachs, also acorns and acorn husks.. 
The mucous membrane was congested with numerous 
hemorrhagic spots noticeable. The reticulum was 


normal. The omasum was somewhat empty, the con-. 


tents of a pasty consistence. This organ had the appear- 
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ance of being partially paralysed, was more or less col- 

, and seemed = as a which 
neither food nor gruel could pass. techy congestion 
was noticeable. The abomasum was ttounsly inflamed 
throughout. The spleen was normal in size but had a 
curious congested appearance in sections. The small 
intestines showed occlusion of the bile duct, were not 
very full, and contained inky black fluid material. The 
mucous membrane was more or less inflamed, and in 
some cases the contents of this bowel were blood 


tinged. 

fen liver was nearly always pale and ted with 
bile. The gall bladder was four times its normal size. 
The kidneys were very pale, and dropsical fluid was 

nt in the fatty envelopes. In the case of the lungs, 
ingesta was found to have gained entrance through the 
trachea in two cases, and the lungs themselves were 
intensely congested. Through the occlusion of the bile 
duct, the portal system appeared to have been disor- 
ganised, and as a result all the organs of the body were 
congested. The stomachs appeared to have lost all tone 
and to be partially paral , and the omasum seemed 
to have acted as a trap through which neither food, gruel, 
nor medicine could The rumen consequently 
became tremendously dilated, and the acorns remained 
in the stomach instead of being passed on. As a result 
of this condition of the rumen, regurgitation of the 
food took place, and some of it was got down into the 
trachea. 

These very inadequate remarks have been written 
with the hope of creating a discussion amongst the mem- 
bers, and I shall be very grateful for any information on 
the subject. I must confess I have found acorn poison- 
ing a most difficult ailment to treat, and have often 
thought of resorting to inter-tracheal. injections of 
eserine, but have never quite liked to attempt it. I 
shall be greatly obliged if any of you will suggest a new 
and more successful treatment than the mere administer- 
ing of medicines. 

r. YEOMANS contributed a note on the same sub- 
ject. During the last month or six weeks, he remarked, 
titioners in districts where oak trees were found had 
many cases of acorn poisoning in cattle. In his ex- 
rience the symptoms in most cases had been as fol- 
Goes The animal seemed heavy, depressed, and listless, 
with loss of appetite and cud ; there was constipation, a 
doughy condition of the rumen on palpation, and grunts. 
In fact the symptoms were those of acute digestive 
disturbance. Later on the eyes had a sunken appear- 
ance, diarrhoea set in, the faeces being dark coloured, 
offensive, and blood stained. The temperature at first 
was normal, and later sub-normal, and in fatal cases 
death took place in from about three to seven days. 

Judging by the report of the number of deaths that 
bedconmpesl recently, the treatment up to the present 
had not been so satisfactory as they could wi He 
knew of no specific antidote, and his only reason for 
bringing the subject forward was that he huped to gain 
some information from the discussion. The best results 
had been obtained by the early administration of a 
fairly large saline aperient combined with vegetable 
bitters, and followed by ant-acids, stimulants, etc., 
demulcent and nutrient drinks such as boiled linseed, 
new milk, etc. It certainly did seem that in those 
cases where the aperient was given early, the results 
were much better than when the practitioner was called 
in later on, as was too often the case. 

Mr. Goocn commenting on these two papers, inquired 
what was the actual cause of death in cases of acorn 
Emmoaine : and whether it had frequently been 

nd that death had resulted after cattle had been re- 
moved for at least three weeks from places where acorns 
were to be found? He had had fatal cases in which 
the cattle had been feeding probably three or four weeks 
before on acorns, and then acorn poisoning had set in, 


E time one of the first symptoms had been black 
di ea. He had had large experience this year, much 
more he hoped than he would have again, of fatal — 
and he had found that eon no treatment was 
any avuil after a certain stage. If the animal was de- 
with subnormal temperature, he had not known 

a recovery. In the only one in which recovery had taken 
place no medicines were administered ; the animal was 
— fed up. 

r. Brookes took it that the actual cause of death 
was the absorption of the toxin from the acorns. 

Mr. Gotp remarked that all those members who 
practised in agricultural districts had seen a lot of what 
was called acorn poisoning this season, and the sym 
toms that had already been described were very muc 
the same as in the cases that had come under his notice. 
What was noticeable in the later s was that there 
was loss of control of the limbs. Mr. Brooks did not 
say atlything about large clots of blood passing from 
some cattle. A remarkable feature in connection with 
Mr. Brookes’ post-mortems was what might be called 
the dropsical condition of the kidneys, and the situation 
of the whole of the disease at the rear of the kidneys. 
A lot of trouble was experienced in ™_ rid of an 
enormous quantity of fluid from around the kidneys and 
loins. Another peculiarity was the corrugated condi- 
tion of the large bowel. In illustration of this, Mr. 
Gold produced a specimen, out of a Shetland pony, the 
state of which, he suggested, showed that recovery was 
out of the question. In bullocks he had noticed that 
when they had been suffering from the disease for some 
days there wasa dropsical condition of the sheath. He 
had never yet known a case of that description in which 
theanimal had recovered. He was afraid that at the 
a at which veterinary surgeons were called in 
had not much to say about treatment. He did not 
know of anything heroic that was much good. 

Mr. Brooke, observing that if they did not really 
know what they had to treat they were not likely to 
treat it successfully, s ted that in these cases it was 
tannin poisoning that limited absorption. Tannin was 
an antidote to a number of alkaloidal poisons. He took 
it that the trouble lay in the limiting of the a! tion. 
The condition of the fat around the kidneys he thought 
was due to lymphatic obstruction. He should like to 
hear more as to what the post-mortem showed to be the 
condition of the gall bladder. 

Mr. Parkes asked whether it was not an accepted 
fact that the cause of death was tannin poisoning, and 
Mr. Gooch said he should very much doubt it. 

Mr. ForwEtt thought the period before death occurred 
was much shorter than had been stated. He had had a 
case in which it occurred in less than three days. It 
was not blown up. 

Mr. Ison said he had seen several cases in which the 
animal had got blown up through eating acorns and had 
died. He concluded that that was not acorn poison- 
ing. As to treatment, he s ted plenty of linseed 
gruel, and he had also great faith in treacle. Was the 
at . the acorns such as to cause a large secretion 
of bi 
Mr. BAINBRIDGE mentioned that in a case which he 
was attending he had given doses of Epsom salts with 
some bi-carbonate of soda. He was somewhat ignorant 
as to the treatment, andjwhether in this instance it would 
rove effectual he did not know. In another animal the 
eeces were very black and there was an oozing of blood 
from the nostril. 


The PRESIDENT stated that acorn poisoning was ex- 
tremely prevalent in his district. remarkable case 
was that of a cow that had been running with a calf in 


a park. When he was summoned he found her down 
and unconscious, with her nose pushed into the ground. 
She had been given a pound of salts, and he gave her a 


good dose of linseed oil, about a pint and a half, and 


q 


356 


THE VETERINARY RECORD December 9, 1911 


some bicarbonate of potash. The next morning she ran 
him clean out of the place, and she was now getting 
well. A free passage had been obtained with the 
bowels, particularly open and natural. In two other cases 
he at first gave a pound of salts mixed with a pint toa 
lye and a half of oil, and the animals were recovering. 

f the trouble was taken in hand early satisfactory re- 
sults could be secured, but if the acorns had Dn 
eaten for from a fortnight to three weeks it was a diffi- 
cult matter. He had acase in which a cow had not been 
near an acorn fora month and yet she was ill. The 
bowels were relieved, and he administered vegetable 
tonics and stimulants and persevered with bicarbonate 
of soda. neon case was one in which the owner 
had given salts, linseed oil, fat bacon, and butter to get 
the animal’s bowels open. He (the speaker) then gave 
simple tonics and stimulants and the animal was now 
going on all right. 

The Hon. Sec said it seemed to him that after all the 
attention which had been drawn to acorn poisoning by 
the daily papers, farmers did not take sufficient care to 
keep their animals from oak trees. He thought the 
County Councils might with advantage issue leaflets 
drawing attention to the danger. 

Mr. Parks asked whether cases of acorn poisoning 
in sheep had come to notice. 

The PREsIDENT said he had never known that they 
were killed by acorns, but a bailiff once told him that on 
opening two lambs that had died he had found a quart 
of whole acorns. Answering a smilar question as to pigs, 
the President stated that he had a case in whizh a piz 
styed up was blue all over, and he found that the owner 
had given it acorns, which in his opinion had caused the 
blueness. 

Mr. TAYLOR pointed out that acorns were sometimes 
ground up and mixed with corn, and the President re- 
plied that given in moderation it was splendid food. If 
animals were given a liberal supply of hay when acorns 
were about they were not poisoned by the latter. 

Mr. YEOMANs said he ody used treacle very extensively, 
especially in the early s and had found it very 
beneficial. Had any member used barium chloride ? 
With reference to the case in which death occurred 
within a few hours, he did not think the acorns had been 
— a sufficient time for the absorption to have caused 

eath. 

Mr. Brookes, in answer to Mr. Gooch, said that in 
the cases under his notice most of the animals lingered 
several days, and as far as he could gather all of them 
had very recently eaten the acorns, and their illness was 
noticed immediately it occurred. He had always held 
the view that death was due more or less to some 
poisonous property of the acorn, but exactly what that 
was he did not know. In one instance it seemed to 
narcotise the animal very much. As to Mr. Gold’s 
question, he had noticed a loss of power in the hind 
limbs in one or two cases, but not in all. The animals 
could walk about if they were compelled to, but in two 
or three cases, especially in those that proved fatal, they 
became weaker day by day, and lay ‘down never to get 
up again. He had had no cases in which large clots of 
blood had been passed. With regard to the dropsical 
condition of the kidney he had had two cases in which 
they were practically disintegrated and black in colour. 
The peculiar corrugated condition of the large bowel to 
which attention had been drawn by Mr. Gold, had never 
come under his notice. He believed that the chief 
action of the tannin was of a constipatory nature, and 
the cause of the gall bladder being full was that the 
matter was unable to get away through the small intes- 
tine. He had not administered oil and salts together, 
but had given them separately, and followed them up 
with doses of aloes and with croton oil. He had not, 
however, had very good results from whatever he had 


been able to give. He had had no actual case of a sheep 


being poisoned by acorns, but he knew of several in 
which they had died from acorn poisoning. 

Mr. C. E. Dayus (Craven Arms) who was to have read 
notes on “Bracken poisoning in cattle,” was unfortu- 
nately unable to attend. 


Cows aND WALNUT TREES. 


Mr. Gotp. On October 8th, he was requested to 
see three cows ; the animals were re-testers in a clean 
herd of 100 dairy a and they yielded to treatment 
much more quickly than in cases of acorn poisoning. 
He found the animals to be showing the following 
very dull in appeirance, eyes very blood- 
shot, constipated bowels, champing of jaws, frothy 
saliva around mouth, and occasionally grinding teeth. 
When made to get up they appeared yuite silly, and 
blundered about the yard and building, falling over, 
and ae symptoms of epilepsy. If left alone they 
lie quietly, but there was continued champing of jaws 
and twitching of eyes. One cow a little dung 
which was hard and covered with blood, and showed 
every condition of paralysis of the bowels. Water was 

in very small quantities, and of a light blood 
colour. The whole of the cows strained after passing 
water, and this continued for about two days more or 
less. The cows had been turned out in an orchard 
which contained fruit trees—apples and pears—and 
also several walnut trees. The branches of three or four 
of these were low and within easy reach of the cows. 
Two of the cows were dry and lying off calving, and 
having one or two feeds per day, the same as ordinary 
cows, The third, a barren éow, was dry also. The 
cows were noticed to be eating not only at the branches 
and leaves of the walnut trees, but also the nuts and 
huds. The symptoms were certainly those of a form of 
narcosis. He was quite at a loss to know what the 
poison was in walnuts, and was still in the same un- 
certain state. The cows responded to treatment in the 
ceurse of a few days, and as far as could be seen had 
made a perfect recovery. He would like to hear if 
any member had had a similar experience, anc if so, 
was he able to detect the poison contained in walnuts, 
huds and leaves. 

Mr. Gold explained that he gave a good strong pur- 
gative in the first instance, consisting of salts and aloes, 
and followed up with the usual digestives, nux vomica, 
ammonia, and thines of that sort. Except for what 
they obtained in the orchard, the three cows were fed 
in exactly the same way as from 95 to 115 others on 
the premises. The cows could have got nothing else 
but apples, pears, and the walnut trees, apart of course 
from the grass. He was strongly of opinion their con- 
dition was due to their having eaten walnuts. There 
had been a serious outbreak of swine fever a few months 
— the later trouble could not be connected 
with that. 


A Few Canine Moror AccrIpENTs. 


Mr. F. J. Taytor (Birmingham) said: No doubt 
many of the members present practise in districts where 
motor cars are “ occasionally” seen in the streets, and 
they invariably have a casualty list to account for in the 
shape of dogs, a great number of which are rolled over 
and over under the chassis and come out at the other 
end simply shaken, frightened and covered with dust, 
whereas others suffer from ‘injuries so remarkable, and 
so unlike other injuries, that I thought a few cases of 
this nature might be interesting to those canine practi- 
tioners in large towns, where motor cars eee bring 
in a little grist on the one hand to compensate for the 
one ag loss they cause to our business on the 

nd. 

Correct diagnosis on the spot is often an impossibilty 
owing to the complex nature of the symptoms rams, 
immediately after the accident. The usual history is 
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that owner was exercising his dog which strayed into the 
road,anda motor coming along at quite a regardlessspeed, 
alarms the owner, who calls the dog, and in this way dis- 
tracts his attention for the moment from the car. 
driver of the car trusts that the dog may obey his 
master and proceeds, but the dog remains stationary. 
The result is an almost unavoidable collision, in which 
the starting handle, radiator, ends of the springs, tyres, 
or the chassis play an impartant part, and the victim is 
extremely lucky to come out at the other end (as 
frequently happens) simply very dirty, bruised, and 
frightened. On the other hand, more serious conse- 

uences may ensue, as the following instances will 
illustrate : 

I. A wolf hound, after collision with a larze car, was 
run over by both near side wheels without any external 
injuries being inflicted. It was —— to me in a 
totally paralysed condition, being unable to move any 
limb, and having quite lost the powers of retention. He 
remained in this condition for five days, being artificially 
fed. Catheters and enemas were used three times daily, 
counter: irritants were applied to the spine, and iodide 
of potass and strychnine administered internally. Com- 
plete recovery took place from the sixth day. 

If. An Irish terrier jumped from a car in motion, 
which ran over him with one wheel. When seen the 
dog was evidently in acute pain, and difficult to handle, 
great tenderness being manifested on manipulation of 
the posterior ribs. There was no external injury to 
assist in the diagnzsis. Anodyne liniment was applied, 
and internal sedatives given, but the dog died during 
the night. The post-mortem showed a rupture of the 
capsule of the spleen and an exudation of the contents 
into the abdominal cavity, the border of the interior 
right lobe of the liver was — in seven places, and the 
duodenum almost completely severed by the crushing 
action between the tyre and possibly some rib-like eleva- 
tion in the road. 

Ill. A collie dog was completely run over by a 
chassis, and in the rolling process both testicles and 
scrotum were nearly torn away, and damage to some 
surrounding tissues removal of the former. 
No complications ensued, and recovery rapidly took 

. I mention this which may seem a somewhat 
trivial one on the face of it, because of the frequency 
with which this class of injury is inflicted by motor 
cars, and I attribute it to the fact that during the roll- 
ing over which takes place underneath the car, the tes- 
ticles, being pendulous, are liable to come into contact 
with projecting metal parts, and become badly torn or 
completely removed by being hooked yp in some way. 

IV. A Dalmation bitch, which was run over by one 
wheel, showed no definite symptoms for twelve hours, 
when she began to look distressed, and breathing be- 
came accelerated. No urine having been passed during 
the night, a catheter was used without success. Great 

in was evident in the perineal ion, which hot 

omentations seemed to increase, and death took place 
24 hours after the accident. The post-mortem revealed 
a ruptured bladder and peritonitis. I blame myself for 
not operating in this instance, as I was firmly convinced 
at the 12th hour that such a possibility might exist, but 
the owner was averse to operation, and I was unable to 
convince her of the evident necessity. I should not 
hesitate, however, when permission can be obtained, to 
open the abdominal cavity whenever internal injuries, 
or organic ruptures can be di , a8 my next case 
will substantiate. 

V._ A fox terrier bitch, ten years old, after an acci- 
dent in the street, was seen in a colla condition, and 
evidently bleeding profusely internally. There was no 
- relief from the treatment adopted, and it was decided 
to operate the same night. Rupture of the right kidney 
was found, and on this being ligatured and removed, the 


hemorrhage ceased. The abdominal cavity was washed 


he | recovery in a few days. 


out with a normal antiseptic solution and mopped dt | 
with sterilised gauze and wool. The wound was cl 
in two layers by gut and silk, and there was a complete 


VI: A retriever dog was t in with prolapse of 
the bowel and external wounds in the thigh and inguinal 
region after an accident with a motor cycle. The opera- 
tion of protopexia, or ventrifixation of the bowel to the 
abdominal wall was performed with good result. 

VIL A young terrier dog was injured in the lumbar 
region and kidneys by a car. It died an hour after being 
seen, and the post-mortem showed a rupture of the kid- 
ms and a fracture of the spine. 

III. A cross-bred collie bitch had both fore legs 
fractured by a motor bicycle collision, they were set and 
a recovery took place. 

IX. A terrier dog sustained an injury to the neck by 
a wheel ing over it. It was brought in unconscious, 
the eyeballs were rotating, and it was involuntarily 

ing urine. It remained in a comatose state for 24 

ours and then died. The post-mortem showed disloca- 
tion of the occipito-atloid articulation, the spinal cord 
was almost severed, but all the other organs were 
normal. 
<. A dog was injured bya collision with a motor 
bicycle, the rider of which was of opinion that the dog 
got his leg through the spokes in some way, with the 
result that the gastrocnemius tendon was nea oad 
divided in the near hind leg. Suture of the divided 
tendon was made under an anesthetic, silk worm gut 
being used to make the union, the wound in this case 
being dressed with chloroform and iodine 1%, and the 
leg encased in normal position by plaster of Paris ban- 
dages. These remained on for three weeks, and on be- 
ing reuoved the tendon had resumed its proper func- 
tion, and lameness cannot now be detected in the limb. 

XI. Partial and complete rupture of the stomach 
are not frequent sequels to motor accidents in my ex- 
poten, but one case is worth recording in which 
aparatomy was performed, and a necrosed tially 
ruptured portion of the stomach wall was excised and 
the patient is still alive, apparently healthy, and free 
from gastric trouble. 

XII. Stricture of the bowel was caused in a spaniel 
bitch by a motor accident, eighteen months previous to 
my treating her for complete stoppage and intestinal 
paralysis. i attempted to evacuate the bowel with 
glycerine suppositories, by enemas, and by a long bone 
spoon which I employ for this pu but without suc- 
cessful result in this instance. paratomy was per- 
formed under an anesthetic, and an attempt was made 
to knead the obstruction down the bowel towards the 
rectum. This also failed, and the constricted portion of 
the bowel and also the obstruction were removed, The 
divided parts were brought together by a Murphy 
button, which remained in position so long that a 
secondary operation had to be performed to remove it 
from a mass of granulations and anastomosed tissue. 
The opposing sections of the bowel were again brought 

ther over a tube of carrot, and this supported the 
united action for several days when it was ina 

rtially digested condition and covered with mucus. 
Ben r’s food was given for a fortnight afterwards, and 
the A recovered and is still alive. 

Mr. Goocu asked whether Mr. Taylor had had a case 
in which a dog, rushing straight at a car had had an eye 
knocked out and left lying on the cheek. : 

Mr. Taytor replied that he did not think it wasa 
common occurrence for the eyes to be injured in acci- 
dents of thiskind. Unless it was a dog with prominent 
eyeballs, the eye usually sank into the socket from the 
blow and was practically uninjured. 


StirLe Disease In FoxHounps. 
Mr. F. L. Goocu. Two specimens of bones, one 
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showing a limb that was perfectly healthy, and the other 
in which it was diseased. The injury was said to be due 
to the hound jumping a piece of timber, and he thought 
in that event there might be luxation of the patella. He 
had been under the ny eg that they must not look 
to external injury for the disease, but that it was inter- 
nal, and might Yap be congenital, or ascribable to 
rheumatism. He believed that treatment, to be effec- 
tive, must take place whon the animal was a puppy. 

Mr. Gooch a roduced a calculus which he had 
found tightly | in the rectum ofa cart mare. He 
could reach it with two fingers, but found it impossible 
to remove it, and the animal die:l. 

Mr. Goip wanted to know whether Mr. Gooch attri- 
buted the condition of the foxhounds to rheumatoid 
arthritis or to some inherited cause other than rheu- 
matism, whether it was a young pup y or an aged hound, 
and what was the condition of the liver ? 

Mr. Goocu. The foxhound trouble was of the nature 
of rheumatoid arthritis. The animal was a fourth 
season bitch, and when she started to run she was very 
lame, but when she got fairly warm the lameness was 
not noticeable. 

Formation of calculi commonly occurred in mill 
horses. He had had larger specimens than the one pro- 
duced, but the remarkable fact concerning this one was 
the fact that it was impossible to remove it. 


INTESTINAL DISTURBANCE IN A BULL. 


Mr. D. Forwett. On September 7th 1 was asked 
to go to see a three-year-old polled Angus bull. The 
owner noticing the previous day that the animal was 
dull and loose in his bowels thought he wanted a dose 
of Bhysic, and gave him the usual pint of linseed oil. 

n my arrival I found the animal looking very dull, 
his eyes sunken, refusing all food, but the temperature 
was normal and the bowels very loose. From my exam- 
ination I thought he had picked up something in his 
food or drinking water to upset him, but was told he 
only had mat y, and bran, and he had never been out 
farther than the yard for drinking water. As he hada 
laxative in the form of the linseed oil the previous day, 
I gave him some tonic astringent powders composed of 
Ferri. carb., alum, and cascarilla twice daily, but these 
had little or no effect. As he was willing to drink I 
pas him cotton cake gruel only. I saw him two days 

ter (September 9th) and there was still no improve- 
ment, as the animal was still refusing food and drinking 
thecake gruel only. I again called two days later (Sep- 
tember 11th) and was told he had died about an hour 
before my arrival. 

Post-mortem, I found all the organs of the body in a 
normal condition, with no trace of tuberculosis or in- 
flammation, but I was surprised to find that the rumen 
and other stomachs contained a large amount of ingesta 
in a soft and moist condition. The animal had eaten 
nothing, and had only been allowed gruel to drink for 
five days, and yet the stomachs were quite full. I was 
quite unable to account for this, and could only give 
my opinion that the bull drank some dirty water while 
out in the yard. But even then, why should the liquids 
pass through the bowels and leave the solids normal in 
the stomachs? I shall be pleased to have a more satis- 
factory solution of this case. 


UNEXPLAINED SWELLINGS IN A HEIFER. 


Mr. examined a two-year-old short 
horn heifer about three months ago, by request of the 
owner, and found there was a long, hard, flat swelling 
on her back, reaching from the middle of her back to 
near the tail on both sides of the spine. I thought she 
might have been injured or possi y stung, but could 
find no marks. I gave some strong liniment to rub on 
the swelling twice daily, thinking I might get a proper 
abscess formation. In about a week I tried to lance in 


one part, but could only get a small quantity of serum 
and pus evacuated. I then applied a blister along 
the greater part of the swelling, but with no success, as 
the substance remained as hardasever. The heifer was 
eating and gaining in condition, so we turned her out 
and let her. take her chance. On going to this farm 
again about three weeks ago I was surprised to find that 
both the hind legs were swollen and hard, and the 
swelling on the back still present if not quite so exten- 
sive. These swellings are very hard but not painful in 
any way, and, as already mentioned, the aniial feeds 
and does very well. I might mention that there are no 
fissures on any of the joints of the legs. I should have 
tried a course of Pot. iodide, but the owner was unwill- 
ing to go to further expense, and the heifer is still doing 
very well. 

r. GoLp said he was not at all surprised that the 
stomachs of the bull were full, because it seemed to be 
a positive fact that an animal might be what he 
might term “starved” to death, and yet on a t- 
mortem being made a great quantity of food will be 
fouud in the rumen which it had been unable to make 
use of. It might have been a case of nervous paralysis 
of the bowels. 


PaRTIAL OccLuSION OF VAGINA. 


Mr. REyYNoLDs explained a case of ial occlusion of 
the vagina. The mare was half-bred and three years 
old. The owner had lent her to a farmer who subse- 
quently told him she was ill, and on going to the farm 
he found her with a foal half delivees, this being the 
first that was known of her being in foal. There was 
some difficulty in removing the foal, and a veterinary 
surgeon was sent for. Subsequently she was brought to 
Mr. Reynolds owing to her inability to urinate. The 
whole of the hair on both sides was excoriated. On 
making an examination he was able to put his fingers . 
into the lips of the vagina, but no farther, At the top 
of the vagina he could get one finger through a s 
opening. He split the vagina in order to admit his arm, 
and found an accumulation of urine, which was gritty, 
The vagina had since been kept open by inserting the 
arm smeared with ointment, no further trouble had 
been experienced. He had never heard or read of a 
similar case. The opening was but one little hole. 


INTUSSUSCEPTION IN A FOAL. 


On oy a 26th a Shire foal had been sent to a sale, 
and had had an attack of colic, for which it was treated. 
It was brought home, and on the following day was 
weaned. For a considerable time it did ly, but 
this was believed to be owing to its having just 
been weaned. On October 19th Mr. Reynolds was 
called in, and on examining the foal could find no 
symp-toms of pain. The bowels were a little relaxed, 
and the animal ate anything that was given to it. He 
arrived at the conclusion that it was a case of intestinal 
trouble from worms. Everything was done, but death 
occurred on Nov. Ist. He was asked to make a post- 
mortem, and he found that there was intussusception of 
the cecum, and the portion that was invaginated was 
solid. The foal had never shown any abdominal pein 
nor any sign of enteritis. He took it that the intussus- 
ception occurred on the day the animal was seized with 
colic. 

Mr. Reynolds produced a fractured sacrum taken from 
a horse that sustained the injury in jumping a fence. 

Also the larynx of another horse which previous to 
the operation thereon was a rank roarer, but afterwards 
gave no sign of that trouble when lun and made only 
a slight noise of that description when ridden. This 
animal had to be destroyed 12 months after the opera- 
tion owing to lameness. 

Mr. Over mentioned that he treated the foal to which 
Mr. Reynolds had referred, and it was not an ordinary 
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case of colic. The animal was in acute E per but at 
night it began to improve. It had travelled eight miles 
to the sale, and he —— it as a little bit “ overdone.” 
He treated it with sedatives, a little oil, ete. 


Nasat Potypr: Necrosep Bong. 


Mr. W. N. THompson: The subject, an aged black 
gelding of the light vanner type, was sent into hospital 
on January 28th last because he made a noise when at 
work, which was found to be due to the presence of 
“polypi iu the near nostril. Two were removed by my 
col e, Mr. S. R: Robson, M.k.c.v.s. When my atten- 
tion was called to the case the animal was making a 
noise when at rest. There wasa fcétid discharze from 
the nostril, the animal presented an unthrifty appear- 
ance, and was said to{be losing flesh. An examinatfon 
revealed the presence of more polypi, and necrosis of the 
bone was suspected. It was decided to open the nasal 
meatus. A hole was trephined on a level with the 
inner canthus of the eye and about an inch from the 
median line, another three inches below, and the bone 
between them removed by the use of the saw used in 
Smith’s operation in feet. When this had been accom- 
plished more polypi were seen, and it became necessary 
to remove more bone. This was done by the same 
means as before, about three inches more being removed 
longitudinally. We now had an opening into the nasal 
cavity about eight inches by one. An examination re- 
vealed the fact that the superior or ethmoid turbinated 
bone was necrosed, and as much as possible was re- 
moved below this. In the middle meatus were five 

lypi which seemed to hang in folds of mucous mem- 

ne and arranged one above the other. They varied 
in size from that of a duck egg to the egg of a bantam. 
The whole came away together, and seemed to be in the 
mucous membrane covering the superior turbinated 
bone. The currette was freely used, and all necrosed 
bone removed as far as possible. The wound was 
washed out with cold water and afterwards with weak 
chinosol solution, and the cavity was plugged with ab- 
sorbent cotton wool. The ha:morrhage was excessive. The 

ration was performed in the travis, the horse stand- 
ing well. The peer pen day the patient was doing well, 
was comfortable and taking food, but the dressing was 
not disturbed. The next = the dressing was removed 
and was very offensive. ore necrosed bone was re- 
moved by the curette, of the ethmoid cells being 
included, and some of the maxillary or inferior turbin- 
ated bone. The cavity was well syrin out with a 
weak solution of carbolic. The discharge remained 
very offensive and copious for a week.. The cavit 
was examined daily, and all necrotic pieces eakaeall 
The «wound was washed out three times daily 
| sen an enema pump with weak solution of 

inosol, Pot. permangana Carbolic acid, cold 
water, etc. Mineral and vegetable tonics with arsenic 
were aay The discharge was so offensive that his 
attendant, who is used to such things, asked me to have 
him destroyed, but it eg decreased both in amount 
and effluvium. The horse then began to put on flesh, 
and resumed work on May 8th, and has been at work 
ever since. I saw him abouta month ago, and the only 
evidence of an operation“is a slight scar about four 
inches inches long anda slight indentation. He is doing 
fast work, and makes no noise. He was a good patient 
and never any trouble to dress. 


AMPUTATION OF THE PENIS. 


The subject in this case was a brown Shire gelding, 
about 12 years old, and it was suffering from paralysis of 
the penis: After the usual treatment had been tried 
without result, it was decided toamputate. The animal 
was chloroformed after being cast on the off-side, the 
near hind ——— well forward and secured to the fore 
leg. The whole region was well washed with hot water 


and soap, dried and t ly disinfected. Owing to 
the swelling and ulceration it was necessary to amputate 
high up, and we divided the franum which joins the 
prepuce to the penis on its dorsal surface. After taki 
up the vessels with the forceps, the catheter was pa: 
and ligatures applied above and below the seat of opera- 
tion. By dissection the urethra was exposed for about 
two inches and a longitudinal incision made on the cath- 
eter, which was then withdrawn and the free edges of 
the urethra were sutured to the surrounding tissues in the 
form of a triangle the base, of course, being towards the 
free end of the penis, the urethra having been previously 
divided transversely: The ecraseur was pat in position, 
but before the whole orhan was divided the chain broke. 
A ligature was put on and the operation finished with 
the knife, when it was found that the corpora caverno- 
sum had been anthely divided by the ecraseur and only 
the tunica albuginea by the knife. The hemorrhage was 
slight, arid subsided almost immediately the patient got 
up ; he was placed in a stall and the usual instructions 
given as to feeding. About three hours afterwards the 
horse staled and hemorrhage began, and he was still 
bleeding when I saw him an hour afterwards, but nothing 
to be alarmed at. As night was approaching, I cast him 
again and found the bleeding was from the vessels of the 
prepuce. The wound was plugged and a suture inserted 
drawing the prepuce me er. This was removed the 
following morning, the ligature from the penis comin 
away in about 10 days. “The after treatment consis 
of cold water from a hose pipe twice daily ; mag. sulph :, 
t. nit. The animal never experienced any difficulty 
In urinating, and never missed a meal. The operation 
was performed on Friday, September 22 and the animal 
was certified ready for work on October 28, exactly tive 
weeks later, during which time there was a decided im- 
provement in condition. 


LIGHTNING ? 


The animal concerned in this case was an aged 
hunter mare which had been pensioned off for about 
three years, during which time she had been out at grass. 
I found her standing in a paddock in a comatose condi- 
tion, head hanging down and much swollen, blood vessels 
full of blood, the conjunctival mucous membrane was 
protruding above eyelids, constant shifting of limbs, 
with twitching of vue and attempted to eat at 
intervals ; pulse, 60. full and slow, temperature, 101.2, 
ry aes ig 12, shallow. On the near side of the crest, 
midway between poll and withers, was a hairless — 
not more than a quarter of an inch across, which was dry 
and purple in colour, and looked like one of those absces- 
ses met with on the neck in horses, which had healed, 
and to which I did not pay much attention. It was 
impossible to move the mare except by main force. 
Diagnosis: Venous congestion of the brain. Etiol- 
ogy : Doubtful. 

Prognosis: Guarded, probability of recovery depen- 
dent on cause. I proposed to treat the symptoms and 
see again next day, but the owner thinking she was in 
pain wished her to be destroyed, and this was done. 

The post mortem showed rigor mortis to be almost 
entirely absent ; subcutaneous vessels full of blood, 
slight extravasation below serous membrane of la 
bowels and stomach, small fatty tumour hanging in fol 
of peritoneum from the region of kidneys ; when liver cut 
into, blood ran into cut dark in colonr. Old pleural 
lesions, Heart contained dark fluid blood and showed 
extravasation under the epicardium. The tissues im- 
mediately below the purple hairless patch were dis- 
coloured and there was laceration of the muscles, which 
were dark coloured, in a downward direction for about 
four inches, when there was a sharp turn in the direction 
of the shoulder, the laceration terminating immediately 
in front of the scapula. 

My reason in reporting this case is that in my experience 
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it is unique, and the fact that the post mortem of cases 
of lightning are often very unsatisfactory. I have often 
wondered whether chemical analysis of the blood would 
reveal anything. 


STRANGLEs. 


A chestnut filly hackney, three years old, was 
broken in as a two-year-old and turned out for the 
winter, and was not noticed to be other than all right 
and doing well until April 20th last, when the owner 
received the news that i did not seem well, and I was 
asked to look at her. I found her standing with nose 
poked out, anxious expression, pulse accelerated only 
slightly, and quick incharacter. A manipulation of the 
throat and poll revealed nothing, and the temperature 
was 100°5. On being led out of the stable she moved 
stiffly, with her tail raised and quivering, and when 
turned round moved all in a lump and seemed excited. 
There was no evidence of injury. My diagnosis was 
doubtful--possibly tetanus, or poll evil, or injury. 
treated her with salines, put her in a quiet box, and 
ordered soft food. She continued in this condition for 
about a month, during which time she was seen by a 

fessional friend, but we got no further. She ate 
airly well, but drank very little, and often stood with 
her teeth resting on the manger. About this time I 
noticed, or fancied I did, a slight swelling and tender- 
ness under the wing of the atlas on the near side. This 
was blistered, and she seemed to improve for a week or 
so. By thistime, of course, the tetanus and poll evil 
theory had been exploded, and I still thought it possible 
there might be sume injury to the atlas. The enlarge- 
ment did not increase. and the use of the exploring 
needle did not baer any result, so I advised that she be 
turned out and we would wait for something to turn 
= I saw her ie agg | for some weeks without any 

teration taking place. She grazed well and galloped 
about, but carried her head almost parallel with the 
ground, and when caught the least pressure on the nose 
would cause her to run back. She was losing flesh, 
but feeding beasts in the same field were making no 
headway.’ 

On the 19th of August I noticed three or four large 
diffuse swellings underneath the mane and extending 
from the centre of the crest to the withers, another on 
the near thigh, on the inferior border of the neck, and 
there were several smal], round, and hard bodies which 
were painless. These disappeared and re-appeared 
several times, and on examining her on September 22nd 
[ found to my surprise several small spherical nodules, 
hard and apparently painless, along the crest, which 
made me think of sarcoma. About ten day later I went 
prepared to dissect out one of these nodules, if still 
_—— and to my further surprise found three of them 

netuating. I opened two of them at once, and their 
contents were typical of strangles pus. Although I 
have not had it examined under the microscope, I have 
no doubt the cause of the whole trouble has been the 
streptococcus of strangles. There were a dozen 
abscesses in various stages, and = to the present time I 
have opened about twenty. She is having tonics, 
mineral and vegetable, with arsenic, and one injection 
of nuclein. Her head is much freer, she drinks plenty 
of water, and is much improved in condition. There are 
still a few more abscesses to discharge their contents, 
but she is getting so lively that they will ona ate have 
to take their course. I anticipate she will make a com- 
plete recovery. 


Two REMARKABLE RECOVERIES. 


Mr. Over. The first case was one of prolonged 
ralysis in an Alderney cow after milk fever. She went 
own on April 14th last, but got up the same night 
after oxygen treatment. Five days later she went down 
again and was very ill. She had several injections be- 


tween that day and April 22nd, when she seemed quite 
herself, feeding well and milking well, but had _practi- 
cally no power in the hind limbs. Nux vomica and 
ammonia were given three times daily, and the legs rub- 
bed and the back stimulated. At the end of a fortnight 
the owner was advised that she had better be killed, but 
he would not consent. She was on a good bed in a box, 
and would scramble round, but could not use her legs. 
On three different occasions she was pulled up in slings, 
but lowered again. She remained in the same condition 
till September 24th, when, the door having been left 
open, she got up and walked out. She had been down 
for twenty-two weeks and four days in all. She has 
been able to get up and down freely ever since, but 
rolled a little in her walk. There were no sores on her, 

Case IJ—A big blood hunter in what appeared to be 
a perfectly hopeless case of internal hemorrhage. The 
animal was of very nice quality, five years old, and 
measuring 16-3 hands. Mr. Over was called in on May 


I) 30th last, and the history of the case, as given to him, 


was that the horse was turned out into a field with some 
polo ponies on the previous day, and in the morning it 
was found down and unable to rise. A passer-by stated 
that he had seen one of the ponies kicking at it. There 
was a contused wound on the top of the croup, and it 
was afterwards found that the last rib but three on the 
near side was broken about half-way up, though there 
was no mark on the skin at that point. The kicking 
did not appear to have been very much. The horse was 
lying on its off side, and was breathing very jerkily, 
and opening and shutting its mouth spasmodically. 
The visible mucous membrane of the eye, nose, and 
mouth were white, and the pulse was quite impercepti- 
ble. The animal made attempts to get up on its fore- 
legs, but never succeeded in getting even its chest off 
the ground. It lay back absolutely exhausted, and he 
(Mr. Over) told the owner that it was a case of severe 
internal hemorrhage, and that he did not think that 
anything could be done to save it. A hypodermic in- 
jection was given, and an hour afterwards an attempt 
was made to administer a drench of whisky and 
Ammonia, Nux vomica, and Digitalis, but very little 
could be got down, as the animal practically fainted and 
was unable to swallow. He then had it rugged up weil, 
bandaged, etc., and went away. Returning two hours 
later with some adrenalin he found the poms Per of the 
patient to be just a little more hopeful. The pulse was 
still quite imperceptible, but the buccal membrane had 
a faint pink tinge round the borders of the teeth. He 
gave another injection of ether and one of adrenalin 
mixed with some normal salt solution. He called about 
two and a half hours later expecting to find the animal 
dead, but it was then up, and although very unstead 
was walked about sixty yards with a man on either si 
into a big loose box. It had another injection of adrena- 
lin, and stimulants consisting of ammonia, nux vomi 
and digitalis. The injection of adrenalin was repeat 
twice next day, and once the day after that ; the further 
treatment consisting of the stimulants already mention- 
ed and careful nursing. The animal gradually im- 
proved, and was on a fair way to recovery on J iy see 
when he ceased to visit it. Oneor two +: Bhat. fo 
in the neck, probably from the injection of ether. An 
extraordinary circumstance was that he lost sight of the 
horse, as it left the neighbourhood, but about a month 
ago he was sent for to see it at a place about a hundred 
miles off, though he did not know when he was called 
that it was the same horse he was going to attend. Its 
heart was not then quite right, and there was a little 
intermittence in the pulse, but there was nothing else 
the matter, and it had been doing a little work. When 
Se again about a fortnight later it was fifty per cent. 

tter. 

Mr. Reynoxps described the first case mentioned by 
Mr. Over as a very peculiar one. It was usual when a 
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cow went down and some attempt was not made to get 

it up, or if it was - up and it did not stand, to find 

both hind legs swollen, degeneration and abscesses ; and 

the animal generally died from septic trouble in a fort- 
ight or three weeks afterwards. 

4 Gotp asked whether Mr. Over attributed the 

good results in the second case to the adrenalin ? 

Mr. Brooke: Was any definite conclusion formed as 
to the seat of the hemorrhage ? 

The Hon. Sec. : How did Mr. Over know there was 
hemorrhage ? 

Mr. Parks: What was the bedding in the cow’s box? 

Mr. Over, replying to these quettions, explained that 
the cow was in a hovel and there was plenty of clean 
straw for bedding, which would largely account for the 
absence of bruises. He agreed with Mr. Reynolds that 
in most cases of this kind there was degeneration, 
but it did not occur in the one under notice. 

As to the hemorrhage in the hunter, he thought at 
the time that there was a rupture of the liver and that 
the capsule had given way. He did not know where the 
blood went, but it all disappeared. He was afraid the 
hemorrhage might break out again. He had galloped 
the horse well twice since. and he believed that the 
difficulty was all over, and that if the horse was placed 
before a dozen pes 4 surgeons to examine they 
would pass it as sound if they did not examine its heart. 
Mr. Over added, in answer to Mr. Gohl, that the pulse 
was still intermittent after galloping, but nothing like 


so noticeable as before. ‘ 
Mr. Brooke: Why should it be intermittent after 
hemorrhage ? 


Mr. Oved said that he could not understand. The 
horse got better when given the adrenalin and that was 
all he could say. It was injected twice on the first day, 
twice again on the following day (May 31) and once the 
day after (June 1), and once again the next day (June 2). 
He considered ether to be a very good thing in these 
cases. He could only remember one similar recovery 
in acase in which it was practically certain there was 
internal hemorrhage, and in that instance the animal 
went perfectly blind. 


“Dopine” Race Horses. 


Mr. Parr spoke on the duties of an honorary veterin- 
ary surgeon at race meetings. He officiated in that 
capacity at Leicester races, and on two occasions had 
been asked by the stewards to examine ahorse which 
they thought had been doped. He refused, and now he 
wanted to know what other practitioners would have 
done. He was asked if he could tell whether a certain 
horse had been doped, and he replied that he could not. 
A younger man might have been led to examine the 
horse and give an opinion, but unless he knew more 
than he (Mr. Parr) about doping it might have led to 
serious consequences. 


CERTIFICATES ON DEATHS FROM LIGHTNING. 


_Another matter which he desired to mention was the 
giving of certificates in cases in which horses were be- 
lieved to have been struck by lightning. On one occa- 
siou he was asked to examine a horse worth £200 and 
insured for £100, which was said to have been struck. 
It was paralysed, but he could see nothing upon which 
to base the opinion that it had been struck, and he came 
to the conclusion that, frightened by lightning it had 
Tun against a tree and so caused some fracture of the 
vertebrae. Asa matter.of fact such a fracture was found 
after death. There was no external burns, nothing 
except the paralysis, which they did get from lightning. 

at ought one to do in such a case in order to be fair 
both to one’s client and the insurance company ? 


ON “TRIMMED” Docs at Snows. 
Again, when officiating at a dog show, he was asked 


/ 


for a certificate that a certain dog had been trimmed. 
He declined as it was not a veterinary point at all, but 
one which it was the judge’s duty to decide. 


Tue or “ PRoressor.” 


Mr. Parr was strongly of opinion that no man ought 
to call himself “ Professor” when he was only in ordinary 
practice. A professor was a man occupying a chair of 
teaching at a college or school, and when he left that 
college or school he ought to drop the title. It was 
as great a form of advertising as if a man advertised 
that his colic drinks were the best. There were a number 
of men who had left off teaching and who, in his opinion, 
were trading on the title of “ Professor.” 


The Hon. Sec., alluding to the lightning case quoted 
by Mr. Parr, suggested that the vertebrae might have 
noe broken by the animal falling after being struck by 
lightning. 

Mr. Parr agreed, but said the point was whether the 

ractitioner called in shonld give a certificate that the 
aor had been struck by lightning. 

Mr. ReyNo.ps stated that after a heavy thunderstorm 
in his neighbourhood he was called to see several animals 
and found distinct evidence of lightning. The farmer 
explained that three cart horses which were under a tree 
fell down and were supposed to have been struck. While 
two got up apparently uninjured, the third showed every 
symptom of partial paralysis of both hind legs, but there 
was no singeing of the hair. Some one afterwards gave 
a certificate that it was probably caused by lightning, 
but there was no sign of injury. 

Mr. BarnBrinGE said that in a case which had come 
under his notice some sheep sheltering under a hedge 
were supposed to have been struck by lightning, but 
there was not a single mark of singeing. That they were 
all killed by lightning was evident when the carcases 
were skinned. 

Mr. Parks pointed out that if there was any doubt 
in such cases most insurance companies were satisfied if 
the veterinary surgeon stated that the symptoms were 
consistent with what he would expect If the animal 
had been struck by lightning. 

With regard to the use of the title “ Professor” he 
thought it was applied gen-rally as an act of courtesy. 

Mr. Tay or replying to Mr. Parr’s question as to the 
duties of a veterinary surgeon at a dog show. mentioned 
that it was laid down in the Kennel Club rules that if 
a dog had been cropped or docked, or if there was any 
deviation from the normal, it was for the veterinary 
surgeon to certify, should the judge call upon him to do so 


SAND IN THE INTESTINES. 


The PresipENT said he had had a number of gri 
cases during the past few weeks. On two farms on the 
same estate with a very sandy soil, seven and five horses 
respectively were affected. The seven all got well, but 
two of the five were very ill indeed for a time, though 
they eventually recovered. When their bowels became 
open he was surprised at the appearance of the dung, 
and found it was nothing but clear sand, They dunged 
nothing but sand for two days. Two years ago a horse 
at the same farm was taken ill and died, and at the 
t mortem two buckets full of sand was found in it. 
he only explanation he could suggest was that the grass 
was very short owing fo the dryness of the season, and 
in nibbling at it the horses took up the sand. There 
was also a low pool on the farm with a sandy bottom and 
when the animals went to this to drink they pounded 
the water and probably drank sand in with it. Two 
seasons ago, however, the grass was notshort. Another 
farm four or five miles away was very sandy, and there 
a horse had died in the same way. 
‘Mr. Tay or stated that in camp on the Devonshire 
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Downs during the summer, the horses nibbled in the 
lines and took up a lot of sand. The stomach of one 
which died, when a post mortem was made, was found 
to be half full of sand. 


This concluded the afternoon’s discussion, and in pro- 
posing a vote of thanks to the members who had con- 
tributed essays and specimens, the Hon. Secretary said 
he thought a meeting of that description once a year 
would prove extremely interesting and useful. 

On the question of treatment of acorn eH he 
suggested that the two members who had dealt with the 
trouble extensively should collaborate in producing a 
paper setting forth a successful treatment. 

r. BURCHNALL seconded, and the motion was carried 
unanimously. 
H. J. Dawes, F.R.c.v.s., Hon. Sec. 


NORTH OF IRELAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The quarterly meeting was held in the Clarence Hotel, 
Ballymena, Co. Antrim, on Thursday evening the 16th 
November, at 5 o’clock p.m. In the unavoidable absence 
of the President, F. W. Emery, F.R.c.v.s., the chair was 
occupied by the Vice-President, Howard McConnell, 
M.R.C.V.S. 

The following members were present : Messrs. Robert 
Kernohban and John Kernohan, Ballymena; J. 
Thompson, J.P. Lurgan: J.J. Ross and J. A. Jordan, 
Belfast ; John Gault, Ballymoney ; Gordon Stewart, 
Ballymena. 

Apologies were received from Messrs. J. Ewing John- 
stone and W. C. M. Smith. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been read 
and confirmed were signed. 

The SECRETARY read a communication from Mr. A. M. 
Creighton, Lisburn, resigning his membership of the 
Association, and it was unanimously decided to request 
Mr. Creighton to reconsider his decision. 

A letter was read from the Editor of The Veterinary 
News (H. A. Woodruff, M.R.c.v.s.) re the fund for assist- 
ing Mr. Kirk in the appeal raised by the L.C.C. to compel 
veterinary surgeons to pay tax for the use of the College 
crest : and requesting financial support either from the 
Association or from both it and individual members. 

It having been pointed out by the Treasurer, that of 
late a great many demands had been made on the funds 
of the Association, and that in future we would require 
to exercise a little more economy, it was resolved that 
the Secretary be requested to write and express regret 
that as an Association we cannot see our way to sub- 
scribe, but that we wish every success to the effort. 

A letter was read from the Secretary of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute intimating that the next Congress of 
that Institute would be held in York next year, and 
inviting this Association to appoint delegates. No 
acjion was taken in the matter. 

Messrs. Thompson and Jordan verbally submitted 
their report in connection with the Public Health Con- 
gress, held in Dublin: it was considered satisfactory, 
and was passed. 


AFFILIATION WITH N.V.A. 


An interesting discussion took place as to the position 
this Association was going to take with reference to the 
amalgamation scheme. Mr. Thompson, having spoken 
at considerable length, and having thoroughly considered 
the question in all its bearings, proposed the following 
resolution, which was seconded by Mr. Robert Kerno- 
han, J.p.: “That the Association adopt the amended 


rnles and take the necessary steps to affiliate”. This was 
passed unanimously. 

At this stage the Secretary read the following com- 
munication which he had received from the President 
ee W. Emery, F.8.c.v.s.) who had kindly consented to 


paper : 

“ Dear Mr. Jordan,—I shall be unable to attend the 
meeting at Ballymena to-morrow, as I have to go home 
this evening owing to the very serious state of my 
father’s health. Iam forwarding you the paper I pre- 
pared, it is in the rough, and owing to the adverse cir- 
cumstances under which it was written I am afraid it is 
of little merit.” 

The SECRETARY was requested to write capeenlags 
sincere regret at the sad circumstances under which the 
President was prevented from being present. 

At the request of those present Mr. Jordan read the 


paper prepared by Mr. Emery. 
THE RELATION OF VETERINARY SCIENCE 
to PusLic HEALTH AND AGRICULTURE. 


By Mr. F. W. Emery, F.B.c.v.s. 


The application of every branch of veterinary science 
has a very decided bearing on the well-being of the com- 
munity. “In conserving life and promoting animal 
health; in improving the general standard of our animal 
population, in preventing their undue abuse in transit ; 
In eradicating infectious and contagious disease ; an 
finally, in bringing our knowledge of comparative patho- 
logy into use in connection with meat inspection, we are 


A.| constantly working for the material prosperity of the 


nation and at the same time protecting and safeguardi 
I am sure we are all familiar with instances in which, 
by the ability and industry of the members of one or 
more generations of a family, great wealth has been 


amassed : but owing to all concentration and thought 


having been devoted to this one object the health of the 
workers and their dependents have been ignored, with 
the result that ill-health and disease have been allowed 
to gain such footholds as to be ineradicable, and, all too 
late, it has been recognised that power and wealth are 
but poor substitutes for that greatest of all blessings— 
health. That which is true of the individual family 
may also be true of a nation, taken as a whole, and if we 

ive the matter a little consideration, I think it will be 

rought home to us that in our own country this striv- 
ing after material prosperity has taken too great a hold 
ofall. If we we take an intelligent interest in the hap- 
penings taking place around us, or if we even take but 
a cursory glance at our daily papers, we cannot fail to 
observe that those are combined to form Govern- 
ments, and those who are combined in opposition to those 
Governments, are all combined in endeavouring to per- 
suade the public that on the adoption of their particular 
ideas the material prosperity of the nations depeud. 
We seldom, if ever, see any of our great leaders devote 
a few minutes to telling their admirers that weath with- 
out health is a delusion and a snare, and that in the 
buildinz and maintaining of a nation it is absolutely 
essential to make and enforce provisions for the preven- 
tion of disease and for the propagation of a vigorous 
healthy race. If these essentials are attained, wealth 
a prosperity must follow as surely as day follows 
night. 

There can be no two opinions as to the necessity for 
the creation of a State Department of Public Health. If 
we had a Minister of Public Health upon whose shoul- 
ders would rest the responsibility for the workings of 
the Public Health Service, great and good results would 
he manifest. 

The veterinary profession has already rendered ines- 


. timable services to the cause of public health, and I am 
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fident our profession is destined to a great part Meat Inspection. 
fn the future in prevent- with meat inspection, I s t that meat 
ible disease, more es y in so far as those diseases | stamping is an essential: I also suggest that meat should 


are conce 


The present day veterinarian, owing to his unique and 
and thoro knowledge of our domesticated animals, 
both in health and disease, by his close observation and 
clear understanding of the various phases of the many 
infectious diseases from which they suffer, and as a 
result of the very efficient manner in which he has been 
grounded in anatomy, histology, physiology, pathology, 
and bacteriology, is in a position to offer invaluable 
advice to those charged with public health administra- 
tion. Moreover, he is the only professional man in the 
British Isles who is entirely competent to discharge the 
onerous and important duties of meat inspection and 
dairy herd examination. Efficiency in these depart- 
ments can only be secured by placing them under the 
direction and control of a veterinary service of health. 
In my opinion the time has more than arrived for the 
establishment of such a service, and the following quo- 
tation from a recent speech of Sir William Turner, 
K.C.B., the very distinguished principal of that great 
seat of learning, Edinburgh University, is ample proof 
of the correctness of that view. He says: “It is clear 
that the veterinary profession is now called upon to take 
a wide grasp of questions affecting the public health— 
the health of man as well as ofanimals You cannot, 
indeed dissociate the public health of man from the 

blic health of the animal, because there are so many 
infectious diseases that the animal can and does trans- 
mit to man, so that human medicine and veterinar 
medicine have a very close alliance and association wit 
each other. Therefore we must now look at the veter- 
inary profession as a profession which is not only con- 
pram in, if I may say so, the doctoring of animals, but 
which has to do with disease of various kinds in its 
wider aspect, embracing man and animals.” 

Efficiency and economy are co-efficients, and in order 
to secure the very best results in meat and dairy inspec- 
tion, you must apply similar regulations to the count 
asawhole. You must establish an uniform service wit 
uniform administration enforcing uniform action ; to 
this end, regulations providing for a certain amount of 
ndividual discretion should be drafted for general guid- 
ance. In support of the arg mgs of an uniform system 
of meat inspection I cannot do better than quote from 
the aor of the Royal Commission on Tuberculosis 
(1898). 

“The evils arising from this want of uniformity are 
manifold. Very strong representations‘were laid before 
as on the part of the butchers and meat traders, and 
also on behalf of agriculturists. who supply the butcher, 
as to the effect of this want of uniformity upon their 
business. It is obvious, we think, that these complaints 
are well founded. Producers and traders are making no 
unreasonable demand when they ask that a recognised 
standard should be observed, and that meat which after 
inspection is pronounced fit for sale in one market 
should not be liable to seizure in another, because the 
inspecting authority happens to differ in opinion as to 
the extent to which tuberculosis may be dangerous”. 

- A very able article on meat inspection which appeared 
in the Janu number Journal of Meat lot Milk 

ene, concludes with the following suggestion :— 
“The central authorities must exercise a controlling 
influence over the work of local inspectors, and that can 
only be done by the appointment of a veterinary surgeon 
as the supervising officer, who prior to his appointment 
must have had practical experience in the work of meat 
inspection.” The adoption of that recommendation 
would go a long way towards securing that uniformity 


which is not only desirable but absolutely necessary 


rned that are intercommunicable to man and | be 


into three classes and marked accordingly. 
irst Class.—Should iuclude all meats found abso- 
lutely free from disease, and in connection with which 
every reasonable precaution has been taken to prevent 
surface or other contamination. 

Second Class.—All meats of inferior quality and of 
less nutritive value than those in Class I, but which 
have been found free from disease. 

Third Class—All meats some portions of which have 
been found to present evidence of disease, but from 
which it is believed all elements of danger have been 
removed by the a of the affected tissues. 

It will be observed that I do not suggest the use of 
the carcases of diseased animals in cases in which it 
may be found injudicious to attempt the separation of 
disease lesions from healthy structures. In many Con- 
tinental cities such carcases are subjected to a special 
process by which all noxious organisms are rendered 
inert. Such meat is sold at a very low figure, and can 
be obtained only at places specially set apart for its sale. 
By this means it is claimed that a meat having a certain 
amount of value as a food is made available for the very 
poor, such as, unfortunately, are to be found in all large 
towns. Apart from the revolting idea of feeding our 
people upon the products of disease, the appearance of 
the sterilized meat is far from enticing. 

I would be very — to see any attempt made to 
apply such a custom to Great Britain and Ireland, which 
can t of such enormous wealth. It would be far 
better to lay claim to some of this wealth for use in 
bringing a pure food to our markets to be sold at a price 
quantity of good table is destroyed sim 
because it has not been sold at a set figure placed en 


it by a trade. I think such methods ought to be made 
illegal, and places should be provided in all large towns 
where such commodities could be offered and sold at 


whatever prices the poor may be able to afford. 

The slaughter of all ani intended for the food of 
man should be carried out under the highest sanitary 
conditions. Absolute cleanliness of the persons employ- 
ed, and the instruments used should be enforced. Ifa 
knife has been used for cutting into morbid tissues it 
must not be used on healthy structures until it has been 
thoroughly sterilized, otherwise sound meat may become 
contaminated All carcases should be snbjected to exam- 
ination as soon as possible after the animals are slaugh- 
tered, and those revealing no abnormal condition at once 
passed on to the cooling house ; those manifesting con- 
ditions rendering the whole body unfit for human food 
should be moved forthwith to the destructor ; any body 
not placed in either category to be labelled for detention 
and further inspection and sent into a special cooling 
compartment. In addition to this f regen: I hold that 
all uncondemned carcases should be again inspected 
ater “setting ” and prior to removal from the slaughter- 

ouse. 

After leaving the abattoir it is absolutely essential 
that the greatest care should be exercised in avoidi 
surface contamination. Thoroughly cleansed cove 
vehicles must be used in its conveyance to the retailer's 
premises which must also be arranged on up-to-date and 
sanitary principles. It will also be obvious that no un- 
healthy or diseased person should be permitted to 
handle meat or serve in any capacity in a butcher’s 
establishment. If these latter precautions are not taken, 
the greet care exercised by breeders and rearers in the 
production of healthy stock, and by the public health 
authorities in providing for efficient inspection, will be 
rendered nugatory. 

As an example of want of care in avoiding surface 
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contaminations I would direct your attention to the 
pork trade of the North of Ireland, carried on, as it is, 
under most undesirable conditions. Pigs are slaugh- 
tered at the homesteads and their carcases hung for 
“setting” ‘agg oc in a byre or outhouse, they are 
subsequently conveyed to market in ordin farm 
carts, and the market place is often situated in the open 
street. If purchased for railway transit the railway 
trucks used may have been previously employed for any 
other purpose and need not have been subsequently 
cleansed or disinfected. In cities ordinary lorries are 
used, and in sea transit the bodies are stowed on the 
open deck exposed to all sorts of contamination. Dur- 
ing the whole procedure the carcases remain uncovered, 
and no thought is given to cleanliness. 

In the actual work of meat inspection, I suggest that 
when any abnormal condition observed is proved to be 
due to any of the following causes, the whole carcase 
should be condemned : Malignant tumours (sarcomata, 
carcinomata, lymphadenoma), septicemia, pyemia, black 
quarter, anthrax, louping-ill, tetanus, erysipelas, pneu- 
monia, pneumo-enteritis, croup, diphtheria, the various 
contagious and infectious diseases ; generalized tuber- 
culosis (indicated by miliary tuberculosis of the lungs), 
gat tuberculosis, probably the result of extension 

rough the lymphatic system, tuberculosis of two or 
more important organs, and tuberculosis of deep-seated 

andular structures ; trichinosis, some cystic worms 

Cenurus cerebralis, Cysticercus cellulose, Echinococcus 
veterinorum, Cysticercus bovis, ete.); Coccidiosis (liver 
and intestines of rabbit) ; carcases of animals that have 
died from any cause whatever, of conrse including acci- 
dents of parturition ; newly-born calves ; and all very 
old emaciated animals, the flesh of which can have no 
nutrient value—this especially applies to old worn out 
boars and bulls. 

The conditions admitting the passing of portions of a 
carcase only must, to a great extent, be left in the hands 


of the professional officer, who will be in a position to] 


accurately and scientifically weigh the evidence mani- 
fested by the appearance, extent and nature of the 
pathological lesions presented—lesions, the result of 
external violence, benign tumours, glandular tubercu- 
losis with lesions indicating that they are primary and 
have not extended, and some forms of actinomycosis are 
amongst the conditions which m»st inspectors would 
feel justified in so classifying. At the same time I do 
not think it would be acting in perfectly _ faith with 
the community to allow any carcase to be marketed as 
“first-class ” if any portion of 1t has had to be extirpa- 
ted. It should be remembered also that while cooking 
may destroy living germs, the process is not always effi- 
cient in minimising the effect of toxins. 


INSPECTION OF DaIRIEs. 


The Dairies and Cowsheds Order has opened up 
another field in connection with public health work in 
which the veterinary surgeon’s services are essential if 
efficiency is to be attained ; but here, again, uniformity 
of action is needed, and, in view of the fact that milk is 
frequently uced at places far distant from where it 
is consumed, and that there are very grave objections to 

nting the right of entry to one local authority into 

iries situated in the district of another authority, it 
seems to me to be imperative that a legislative measure 
should be passed having universal application and com- 
pelling uniformity of administration. 

The report of the last Commission on Tuberculosis 
affords ample we of the absolute necessity for such 
legislation, as the following extracts will show :— 

‘¢There can be no doubt that a considerable proportion 
of the tuberculosis affecting children is of bovine origin, 
more particularly that which affects primarily the abdom- 
inal organs and the cervical glands ; and further, there can 


be no doubt that primary abdominal tuberculosis, as well 
as tuberculosis of the cervical glands, is commonly due to 
ingestion of tuberculous infective material.’’ 

‘*The evidence which we have accumulated goes to 
demonstrate that a considerable amount of the tuberculosig 
of childhood is to be ascribed to infection with bacilli of the 
bovine type, transmitted to children in meals consisting 
largely of the milk of the cow.”’ 

‘* But it must be remembered that we have found cases 
of tuberculosis in adult man sufficiently extensive to incapa- 
citate the patient from the ordinary duties of life, and in 
two instances ending fatally, in which we were able to 
attribute the disease solely to the effect of the bovine 
bacillus.’’ 

The work of the veterinarian under this Order is more 
particularly directed towards the byres and the general 
condition and health of the cows. There is little or no 
difficulty in advising as to new structures, but unfortu- 
nately we are not likely to be often consulted in this 
respect. Our more frequent duty will be to offer sug- 
— as to the best methods of altering existing 

uildings, so as to bring them as nearly as possible into 
conformity with up-to date principles and ideas. As a 
brief outline, I would suggest that all floors and walls 
should be rendered impermeable, that the surface of 
both should be of such a nature as will admit of 
thorough cleansing, that all inside drainage should be 
surface, with channels leading to traps situated outside 
the sheds. Manure pits should be situated at a suffi- 
cient distance from byres as to prevent air contamina- 
tion ; they should be impermeable to moisture, away 
from houses, wells, or water supplies. As much cubic 
space as possible should be allowed for each animal ; 
this is very important, because the greater the cubic space 
the less often will it be necessary to flush the compart- 
ment with pure air, and consequently a more equable 
temperature can be maintained. Adequate arrangements 
must be made for the ingress of pure and the egress of 
impure air. 

INSPECTION oF Cows. 


Probably the periodic examination of the milk pro- 
ducer will be considered our more important duty, and 
I need hardly say that_it behoves us to put forth our 
best endeavours to secure the best results. Every 
animal kept in a dairy should be in a state of perfect 
health, and should any deviation from that state be 
observed, the ailing beast should be removed and isola- 
ted forthwith. e period of isolation must depend 
upon the cause, but in any case the segregated animal 
should not be again brought into contact with others 
until the veterinary inspector issues a health certificate 
for it. The milk of isolated animals should not be used 
for human consumption, nor for any other purpose, 
unless it has been sterilized by boiling or otherwise. 
That the boiling of milk does not remove all source of 
danger is clearly shown he following extract 
from a very able article in Hospital by Dr. H. J. 
Hutchens 

** Poisoning by bacilli of the enteritides group gen 
takes the form of septicemia. The bacilli can be recove: 
irom the blood during life and from the spleen after death. 
But organisms of this group give rise toa highly thermo- 
stable toxin which -will resist boiling for some little time. 
This is a matter of considerable practical importance, 
because it can be readily understood that these organisms 
might be present in milk, for instance, in which they 
would multiply and produce their toxins. If milk were 
heated before being used as food the bacilli might be de- 
stroyed while the toxins remained, and these latter might 
then give rise toacute symptoms of gastro-enteritis in those 
who consumed it.’’ 


And now, in concluding this portion of my address, 
and in support of my contention that a much more 
rigorous system of inspection than now exists should be 
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inaugurated without delay, permit me to again quote 
from the Royal Commission on Tuberculosis :— 

‘In the interests, therefore, of infants and children, the 
members of the population whom we have proved to be 
especially endangered, and for the reasonable safeguarding 
of the public health generally, we would urge that the 
existing regulations and supervision of milk productions 
and meat preparations be not relaxed, but on the contrary 
the Government should cause to be enforced throughout 
the kingdom food regulations planned to afford better 
security against infection of human life through the 
medium of articles of dict derived from tuberculous 
animals.”’ 

Agriculture and the art and science of veterinary sur- 

ry and medicine stand in very intimate and practical 
relationship. It would be a rather difficult task to 
form anything like an accurate estimate of the value 
rendered to the “ world’s oldest ——— ” by members 
of our calling, because, in so far as the work of the 

neral practitioner is concerned, we have no available 
ata to go sees but unquestionably the benefits con- 
ferred have n enormous, and if they could be trans- 
lated into a monetary equivalent the total would reach a 
very large amount. But, apart altogether from this 
aspect of the matter, we have more than established 
our claims and rights to the utmost consideration, from 
the great fact that much pain and suffering have been 
soied ont domesticated animals by the application of 
our skill and knowledge in the treatment of their injur- 
ies and diseases. 


The following extract from the writings of a distin- 
guished agriculturist of fifty years ago speaks for itself, 
and may with equal relevance be applied to our own 
time :-— 

* Associations have been formed and colleges founded for 
the advancement of veterinary science, and eminent practi- 
cal professors are engaged in the dissemination of its prin- 
ciples, so that it has now taken a very elevated position. 
Its practice is no longer left in the hands of the uneducated 
and unskilful; the horse. the dog, and beasts of the farm 
generally are no longer subjected to the tortures of callous- 
hearted and presumptuous ignorance, but are placed under 
the care of gentlemen who have gained the general respect 
of the community and the confidence of those with whom 
they come in immediate contact. and whose experience. 
intelligence, and humanity entitles them to the onerous 
position their profession cails upon them to fill.’’ 


It may not be uninteresting to you if I ite examples 
of treatmeat adopted in the latter part of the seventeenth 
and early part of the eighteenth centuries. For in- 
stance, for animals suffering from farey, medicine was 
ordered to be administered to the ears of the horse and 
drawn up therein, and for certain lamenesses it was ad- 
vised that a turf should be ent and secreted, and in pro- 
oe as the turf decays and wastes away so shall the 
ameness of the horse gradually depart. These quota- 
tions clearly show the vast amount of sufferiag to which 
animals were subjected owing to the crass stupidity and 
ange vn of those into whose care they were entrusted ; 
y also afford a means of a the great boon 
— upon animals by the establishment of our pro- 
ession. 

In the early part of the eighteenth centu 
medical men began to take an interest in ‘igilenh medi- 
cine, and works on farriery of that period show a distinct 
advance, and were ey modelled on Continental sys- 
tems and teachings.- During this period veterinary 
literature was fairly abundant in France, Germany, and 
Italy, but comparatively few works were translated and 
made available in these countries. The establishment of 
the London Veterinary College in 1792 may be taken as 
the actual birth of our profession in so far as these 
islands are concerned, and altho’ in its earlier days 
the College experienced many vicissitudes it gradually 


many 


worked its way into public esteem. Now, looking back 
on this long vista of years, I think the veterinary pro- 
fession has every reason to be proud of its achievements, 
for though, but limited in number and not over- 
burdened with wealth, our progress has been pheno- 
menal. We may have been equalled by others, we 
certainly have not been excelled. ; 

In connection with the prevention, control, and eradi- 
cation of infectious and contagious diseases, it would be 
quite possible to afford an approximate estimate of the 
actual monetary value rendered to the state owing to 
the preserving and safe,uarding of animal life, and the 
prevention of dislocation in the various trades which are 
dependent on animals and animal products, and while it 
is not my present intention to offer you the result of my 
many eomputations, I can say, without the slightest fear 
of contradiction, that veterinary science has conferred 
and is conferring inestimable benefits on the community. 
The present generations have little knowledge of the 
terrible ravages caused in these countries by the preva- 
lence of animal diseases, and so they are apt to overlook 
the necessity for preventive measures, but it should 
never be forgotten that our flocks and herds have been 
decimated on more than one occasion by the introduc- 
tion of infection, and it is a matter for the sincerest con- 
gratulations that the following diseases have been 
stamped out of Ireland : Cattle plague (1877), Foot-and- 
mouth disease, Pleuro-pneumonia, Rabies, Glanders, 
and Epizootic lymphangitis, and White swine fever. 
Anthrax and Sheep scab still remain; they are prob- 
ably under more direct control: they provide many 
knotty problems for solution which I have no doubt 
will be answered satisfactorily. By continuod study 
and investigation we may practically rest assured of 
ultimate success. 

There are a number of diseases that might be scheduled 
under the Contacious Diseases (Animals) Acts with ad- 
vantage. I think we are all agreed as to the inclusion 
of contagious abortion and tuberculosis. Of the former, 
I do not think it is by any means so widespread in Ire- 
land as some would have us believe. Still, it is by no 
means a negligible quantity, and, as individual effort is 
quite insufficient to cope with its rav and reduce the 
loss which it occasions, a united effort is called for. No 
apology need be made for insisting on the State control 
of tuberculosis. Public Health authorities have shown 
it to be a source of great danger to mankind, and that it 
is the cause of considerable loss to the agriculturist is 
admitted. Why, therefore, do we not take some prac- 
tical steps to limit and remove the danger, and also put 
a stay upon the drain of national wealth caused by its 
widespread existence? Our present apathy in this 
respect is most extraordinary and almost criminal. 

s members of the veterinary profession, I think it 
is our obvious duty to press this matter; we should 
lose no Opportunity of explaining to those with whom 
we come in contact the nature of and dangers associated 
with this affection, and also that with perseverance, 
rigidly following a certain code, and by the aid of tuber- 
culin, it is quite possible to stamp it ont. It cannot be 
too strongly impressed upon stock owners thut the 
focus of infection is, as a rule, an infected animal, and 
that unless the causal organism is present, other condi- 
tions—such as in and in breeding, insufficient food, ex- 
cessive milk production, darkness, dirt and other adverse 
circumstances—cannot give rise to the disease ; nor can 
cleanliness, fresh air, light, and exercise entirely prevent 
animals from contracting it if they are e to in- 
fection. 

In order to successfully compete with his foreign rivals 
the British farmer must keep abreast of the times ; with 
him, as with all others, education is the keynote of 
success. Can we render assistance? I think so. Some 


time ago veterinary lectures for farmers were inaugur- 
ated, and had they been conducted on right lines much 


- be utilised to aid in the eradication o' 


full of promise. There never was a time when the 
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benefit might have been conferred; but I understand that 
these aidresses usually resolved themselves into discus- 
sions on diseases and their treatment, prescriptions 
being asked for and given. I think evil rather than 
good would follow such procedure, because, as every 
professional ran must know, it is only possible to indi- 
cate a proper line of treatment after close observation 
and an exhaustive examination of the patient. From 
these the trained clinician must make many deductions 
before he can suggest a course of treatment, or give a 
prescription, likely to be beneficial. 

In lecturing to laymen the veterinarian should first 
address himself to sanitation and hygiene, and going 
further afield he might give his audience sound infor- 
mation on the best means of exterminating such ts 
as the warble, sheep scab, and redwater. It would be 
useful and interesting to explain how ae dipping may 

redwater in 
cattle. Farmers should be told of the means adopted 
in other countries in these connections, and the enormous 
saving that would accrue to our country should success 
be attained. 

Then the important question of how to improve the 
breeds of our flocks and herds affords great scope for the 
instillation of new ideas and methods in our lectures. 
The improvement of our dairy herds isa crying necessity, 
and our farmers must exert themselves Hf they are to 
advance or even retain their position in the butter 
markets. 

It is essential that our dairy owners should kee 
accurate records of the quantity of milk yielded by eac 
cow ; by this means unprofitable animals could be de- 
tected and at once disposed of. The Danes discard, for 
milking purposes, any cow not yielding over 600 gallons 
per annum. The cows with a higher yield are used for 

reeding, and by a —— raising of the minimum 

ield, the average yield on many Danish farms bas now 
n raised to 1,000 gallons per cow per year. It is 
almost as cheap to keep a cow eens © ote gallons per 
annum as one yielding 400 gallons. Many of our cows 
do not yield more than this latter quantity. If the 
Dane can obtain as much profit from two cows as we do 
from five, it cannot be difficult to understand why he is 
driving us out of the markets. It is within our province 
to instruct agriculturists on this and kindred topics, such 
as the abs a and efficient marketing of animals and 
animal products. 

In conversing with our agricultural friends we should 
press the necessity for the establishment of experimental 
stations and laboratories. A properly equipped station 
situated in each province under the control of an efti- 
cient director would undoubtedly confer inestimable 
benefits upon the community. Amongst other questions, 
there is a wide field open to investigators in connection 
with that new branch of therapeutics known as serum- 
therapy, which has already afforded good results, and is 


scientist was more called for. Of course, I do not by 
any means 8 t that he should in any way take the 
place of the clinician, for both are essential to true pro- 
gress—the one, as useful as the other—and I am very 

leased to observe that Professor Stockman, of the 
English Board of Agriculture, appears to think likewise. 
Itis a very happy augury for the future to see a gentle- 
man of his high attainments seeking information and 
help from the general practitioner, and apne bore 
the true test of his investigations is their adaptability 
and usefulness for general practice. Itis an acceptance 
of the truism that the theory of to-day must be estab- 
lished by the procedure of another day, and the success 
or failure requires the wholesome filtration of discussion 
before any fact can be satisfactorily established. 


In courtesy to the President the discussion was de- 
ferred until our next meeting, and Mr. Jordan consented 
to open it. 

On the motion of Mr. Robert Kernohan, J.P., seconded 
by Mr. John Gault, a hearty vote of thanks to the 
Chairman was enthusiastically passed. 

_After the meeting the members were entertained to 
high tea by the Messrs. Kernohan, which was served up 
ina manner by Mr. John Heury, Clarence 
Hotel, Ballymena, and very much enjoyed. 

. A. Jorpan, Hon. Sec. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


In the House of Commons, on Tuesday, Dee. 5. 
Coat Mines 


Capt. JEssEL (St. Pancras, S., Opp.) moved an amend- 
ment in the third schedule penne that no horse should 
be taken underground until it was four years old and 
until it had been tested by a “duly qualified veterinary 
surgeon. 

Mr. MasTERMAN accepted the amendment. 

Sir A. MaRKHAM complained that the veterinary sur- 
geons had been “log-rolling” hon. members in order to 
get support for their appointmeut. His fear was that 
these veterinary surgeons as well as members of the 
medical profession might set up “rings” and boycott 
persons who did not come up to their qualifications. 
The amendment was to. 

On the motion of Sir F. Bansury the Schedule was 
amended by substituting 15 for 20 as the number of 
horses to be under the care of each horsekeeper. 
Mr. ButcHer (York, Opp.) moved an amendment to 
rovide that every horse that has to be destroyed shall 
destroyed with the least possible 
Mr. McKenna pointed out that the Bill required that 
suitable appliances for the destruction of horses requir- 
ing to be destroyed shall be provided and kept readily 
available for use. It was unreasonable to go beyond 
that requirement. 
The House divided and there voted— 

For the amendment 126 

Against 195 

Majority against —69. 

Mr. BurcHER moved that no blind horse shall be 
worked ina mine. He said that many witnesses ex- 
pressed their opinion that there was serious cruelty in 
working a blind horse at all, but almost all were 
that if one had to be worked, it should be led and only 
used in light work. Inasmuch as in many cases it was 
difficult and even dangerous to the boys to lead these 
animals, the only remedy was to exclude them altogether, 
Mr. MasTERMAN pointed out that, if these ponies 
were prohibited from working in the mines, the only 
alternative was that they would be destroyed. (Hear, 
hear.) The Royal Commission did not contemplate that 
with the same enthusiasm as the hon. member for Den- 
bighshire. The Chief Inspector of Mines told him that, 
in some respects, these blind ponies had many advan- 
tages over ponies that had eyes. (Opposition laughter) 
—the hon. gentlemen who laughted so contemptuously 
were probably not acquainted with the conditions under 
which these ponies worked—and that a considerable 
number of accidents took place through horses which 
had their sight being frightened by a sudden light. No 
kind of evidence had been brought before either the 
Royal Commission or the Committee upstairs to show 
that there was any cruelty in the use of these blind 
ponies in mines. 
Mr. C. Batuurst (Wilts, Wilton, Opp.) supported the 
amendment. 


Mr. G. GreENwoop said he was surprised to hear the 
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Inder-Secre’ say there was no evidence of cruelty to 
after witness examined before the 
Commission testified that there was cruelty. , 

Srr A. MaRKHAM said he had been associated with 
the mining industry for many years, and he had not seen 
any injury ca to a blind horse. Personally, how- 
ever, he did not object to the amendment, and the 
Government would do no harm by wpe sy J it. (Cheers.) 
But he asserted that the horrors which had been de- 
scribed as occurring in mines in respect of the blind 
horses was untrue, He could show hon. members stone- 
blind horses that had been working in mines for 20 years, 
and there was not a mark upon them. 

Mr. McKenna said the amendment would cause a 
charge to be thrown upon colliery owners, but the only 
colliery owner who spoken said he had no objection 
to bearing his share of it. He was prepared to accept 
the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Bill was read a third time, amid cheers. 


Personal. 


Mr. W. Witson, the well-known Veterinary Surgeon, 
and Mrs. Wilson were recipients of numerous congratu- 
lations on Sunday, November 19, on the occasion of their 
golden wedding, with hearty wishes for continued health 
and happiness in the evening of their days. Mr. Wilson 
married shortly after he settled in Berkhampsted. He 
was first in association with Mr. William per, and 
afterwards as his successor as veterinary surgeon. Durin, 
the long period since then Mr. Wilson has been inti- 
mately associated with the life of the town and district, 
and though Captain A.C. Wilson, his son, is now respon- 
sible for most of the professional duties, Mr. Wilson is 
still regularly to be seen driving about the district fol- 
lowing his profession. All his sons, we believe, have 
copied his example in choosing a veterinary pens 
life, and all are line well in their profession in different 

ts of the Empire. Mr. Wilson has been one of 
the leading Masons of the district for many years, and 
he has done useful work for a long time as Chairman 
and Treasurer to the Town Hall Committee. Mrs. 
Wilson, too, has taken a keen interest in the Girl’s High 
School, of which she has been a governor since its com- 
mencement in 1888.—Zhe West Herts and Watford 
Observer. 


Mr. Harotp Sessions, of Lawn Lodge, 
Dawlish, Devon, author of works on “Cattle Tubercu- 
losis,” Veterinary Inspector to the Royal Agricultural 
Society, and for some time connected with the Remount 
Departmeut, who died at poy Kendal, on the 
10th September last, aged 45 years, left estate valued at 
£5577 7s. 2d. gross, with net personalty £3807 8s. 2d. 
Probate of his will dated 17th mber, 1908, has been 
granted to his brothers, Mr. Wilfred Sessions, Kendal, 
and Mr. Walter Sessions, Cardiff. Power is reserved to 

nt probate also to his widow, Mrs. Emma Sarah 
Belinda Sessions. The testator left all of his property to 
his wife for life, with remainder to his children in equal 
shares. 


OBITUARY. 
Rosert Henry Ports, M.R.c.v.s., Calle San Martin 159» 
Buenos Ayres, S. America. Edin: Jan., 1887- 


Mr. Potts died on Nov. 12th. Aged 49 years. 


Epwarp LAWRENCE, M.R.C.V.Ss., Swindon. 
Graduated, Lond: March, 1882. 
Mr. Lawrence died on Saturday, 2nd instant, under 
tragic circumstances. The meet of the V.W.H. (Crick- 
lade) Hunt was at Highworth, six miles from Swindon, 
and Mr. Lawrence travelled thither in his motor car. 


He found the field on his horse as a move was being 
made to an —- cover, and was apparently in his 
usual health. He had just made a remark to an old 
friend, Mr. T. Hooper Deacon, concerning the horse 
which the latter was riding, when he exclaimed, “Oh ! 
my head,” reeled in his souls and fell to the ground. 
Dr. J. J. Powell, who was one of the hunting y, was 
epoorey on the scene, but Mr. Lawrence’s condition was 
clearly very serious, and with all haste he was placed in 
a motor car and driven to Swindon. Before the end of 
the journey was reached, however, he breathed his last. 
r. Lawrence was well known over a very wide dis- 
trict, and was deservedly popular amongst the on 
orting people whom he numbered in his friends an 
clients. He had, strangely enough just retired from the 
practice which he had followed in Swindon for 35 years, 
and had built a new residence outside the town in order 
that he might devote his entire attention to his import- 
ant stud farm from which horses had been exported to 
many parts of the world. But the formal transfer to 
his partner, Mr. Frank Cundell, could not have taken 
effect until after Christmas. Although not a particu- 
larly old man he went to Swindon about 30 years 
He had suffered two seizures previously. It goes with- 
out saying that his tragically sudden death is widely 
deplored. He was 51 years of age. 


THE UPKEEP OF A MOTOR CAR. 


Some instructive figures have been compiled showing the 
cost of running a powerful motor car. A few years ago 
the West Riding County Council resolved that the Riding 
Surveyor should be provided with a car to enable him to in- 
spect the county roads and bridges more easily. This st 
was resolved on in the interests both of economy of time ro 
money. No doubt the Surveyor’s car covers great distances, 
and since the cost of its upkeep has never been challenged 
at the meetings of the County Council during the past year, 
it may be safe to say members do not regard the expendi- 
ture upon it as excessive. But it will surprise some 
to learn that for the nine months ended last December the 
cost of running this one car—not taking into account the 
wages of the chauffeur or repairs to the house in which the 
vehicle is kept—has been no less than £561 138.74. De- 
tails showing the cost of running the car for the last three 
quarters are appended ;— 

JuNE QuaRTER. 


2s. d. 
Tyres, repairs, etc., Walter Judge ees 34 2 2 
Accessories and repairs, Daimler Motor Co. 18 13 0 
Tyres, Continenal Tyre Co. met -. 1411811 
Repairs, Wakefield & District Light Ry., Co. 10 0 
»» Beaumont and Saville oun 126 
Joseph Hartley and Son 7 6 
» dames Holdsworth 5 10 
» Grace ani Sutcliffe 6 0 
>»  W. Garland 8 3 
Benzol. Sadler and Co., Ltd. 1914 7 
Motor Oil, Butterworths, Ltd. pe 319 9 
Breeches, etc., for drivers, Thomas Kendal 3 8 6 
Clogs, Alfred Dunhill, Ltd. 
Total £225 13 0 
SEPTEMBER QUARTER. 

Repairs, etc., Daimler Motor Co., Ltd. 7017 8 
ot Walter Judge wa 712 0 
= Beaumont and Saville 17 8 
on A. Oakes and Son ies 15 0 
& Wakefield & District Lt. Ry. Co. 8 0 
Benzol, Sadler and Co., Ltd. is 2715 6 
Motor grease, Butterworths, Ltd. oon 1 3 6 
Rubber mat, H. H. Gledhill ie 218 7 

Disbursements, Quarter to June 30th, 1910, 
F. G. Carpenter ese ste 918 2 
Total £122 6 38 
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QUARTER ENDING DEecEMBER. 


Tyres, Repairs, etc., Walter Judge wo 3417 0 
5 Continental Tyre Co., Ltd. 11113 2 
Repairs, Joseph Hartley and Son one 1 2 8 
»» Daimler Motor Co., Ltd peat 2211 6 
» Wakefield & District Light Ry. Co. 9 6 
» dames Rrown, vod 5 6 
Benzol, Sadlerand Co., Ltd. 27:19 8 
Motor Oil, Butterworths, Ltd. igs 439 
Disbursements, Quarter to Sept. 30th, 1910, 
F. G. Carpenter és 013 5 
Total £213 15 4 


These items are taken from the County Council’s own 
accounts as presented quarterly, so so that they may be 
regarded as official. Speaking roughly, therefore, it may 
be sssumed that the West Riding Surveyor’s car costs in 
renewals, repairs, and petrol anything between £700 and 
£800 a year.—Yorkshire Post. 


% VETERINARY LECTURES. 


Sir, 

My attention having been called to “one of Mr. Mason's 
‘* great lectures’’ published in The Leinster Leader (a paper 
which I would not otherwise have seen) it struck me that if 
you could afford it space in 7'he Record it might interest 
the profession and help to ‘‘ spread the light ’’ for the bene- 
fit of English and Scotch farmers, and thus place them on 

ual footing with their Irish brethren. It may also induce 
other practitione-s here to secure and send you copies of 
Prof. Mason’s orations delivered in other parts of the coun- 
try, and enable us by a study of the collection to determine 
whether the Professor's lectures may not be all sufficient 
for stockowners’ veterinary wants in the future, so that we 
may look out for some other mode of making a living, and 


guard against the error of wasting money and destroyin- 
our children’s prospects by sending them to study veteri 
nary medicine. 

Public lectures may not always contain all that is given 
away, for although some lecturers of this kind may be 
reserved in the way of giving extra hints, certain it is that 
further information will be solicited in the after lecture 
time. 
It is all very fine to say ‘‘Oh! there are grand fields 
epee up in the way of research, etc., etc.’’ ‘The glory 

bacteriology won't keep the pot boiling for the general 
practitioner. Between thescarcity of horses and their now 
few abnormalities, owing to sound breeding, there is little 
else left for us to do after what the professor is catering for 
in his lectures to the public. 

It may be said that farmers will not be able to give the 
hypodermic injection which Mr. Mason prescribes, but I 
know differently, having observed how the chemist supplies 
and instructs him how to use the hypodermic, intratracheal, 
and other instruments. 

Undoubtedly these lectures will gain for the Department 
of Agriculture much appreciation from farmers, many of 
whom set but little value on other branches of the Depart- 
ment’s efforts. Were we satisfied that anima! ailments 
would be as well cared for by their owners, we should not 
grudge thgt most deserving class—the farmer—the benefit 
of the turn which things are taking, but from our experience 
of the difficulty of successfully treating the patient which 
cannot speak, we know otherwise, and that were we cut 
out to-morrow the last stage would be infinitely worse than 
the first, hence the questionable advisability of shouldering 
us out.—Yours truly, 

“M.R.C.V.S, 

P.S.—I would be glad if the subject would draw forth 
comments from some of your correspondents. 

(Want of space prevents our reprinting the newspaper 


report referred to. —Ep.] 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


-Anthrax. Foot- Glanders 
- ‘ee i 
— Mouth (including Counties | Scab. Swine Fever. 
Outbreaks Animals ee Farcy) Affected 
Out- | Ani- | Out-| Ani-| Animals | Out-]| Out- | Slaugh 
on- | Re- nl a ut- 
firm’d|ported| breaks| mals. breaks mals./ Attacked reaks. | tered. * 
ut. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Dec. 2] 20 41 5 9 1l 45 703 
Essex 4 
1910 25 33 3} 17 
Corresponding 1909 23 24 14 35 416 
week in 14 21 | Hertford 1 27 36 240 
1908 17 21 1l 28 ll 42 593 
London 34 
Total for 48 weeks,1911 | 829 1031 18 467 197 | 472 365 | 2277 | 27733 
1910 1343 1600 
hein in : 2 15 333 973 413 1395 13040 
aes 8 1909 1199 1552 509 | 1702 561 | 1546 | 13591 
period 013 1315 3 112 741 | 2315 732 1935 12704 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Dec. 28, 1911. Parasitic Mange (outbreaks) 
IRELAND. Week ended Dec. ... 1 5 5 3 
Corresponding Week in 1909 ... 1 
1908 ... 2 6 15 
Total for 48 weeks, I911 Sue 9 16 aia " 2 3 54 309 148 2347 
Corresponding period in {1900 oe 8 8 ib be ‘ 71 373 87 1562 
1908 7 10 ake ind aie 38 331 331 3563 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Dec. 4, 1911 
* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only 
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